
Airspace Regulation 

 

Air Traffic Control Surveillance Minimum Altitude 
Chart (ATCSMAC) Review Process 
 

CAP 1374 – ATCSMAC Consultation 

Copyright United Kingdom Civil Aviation Authority 
Provided by IHS under License with UKCAA Licensee=Marshall of Cambridge Aerospace/9992343100, User=john, albert

Not for Resale, 04/17/2016 08:54:55 MDTNo reproduction or networking permitted without license from IHS

-
-
`
`
,
`
,
,
`
,
,
,
`
`
`
`
,
`
,
,
`
`
,
`
,
,
`
`
,
`
,
-
`
-
`
,
,
`
,
,
`
,
`
,
,
`
-
-
-

Full document details: UKCAA CAP 1374 2016

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ukcaa-cap-1374-2016
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ukcaa-cap-1374-2016


CAP 1374 – ATCSMAC Consultation Contents 

3 February 2016   Page 2 

Published by the Civil Aviation Authority, 2016 

Civil Aviation Authority,  

Aviation House,  

Gatwick Airport South,  

West Sussex,  

RH6 0YR 

 

You can copy and use this text but please ensure you always use the most up to date version and use it in context so as not to be 
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Enquiries regarding the content of this publication should be addressed to airspace@caa.co.uk 

 

The latest version of this document is available in electronic format at www.caa.co.uk, where you may also register for e-mail notification 
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Background 

This consultation relates to the review process associated with the Air Traffic Control 
Surveillance Minimum Altitude Charts (ATCSMACs) and the continued assessment of the 
Surveillance Minimum Altitude Areas (SMAAs) depicted on the chart. 

The purpose of an SMAA is: 

a) To relieve controllers of the responsibility for determining the appropriate minimum 
safe levels in the vicinity of the aerodrome, while sequencing and separating arriving 
Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) flights so as to comply with the UK requirement that aircraft 
shall be vectored to join final approach at no less than 5 NM from touchdown 

b) To provide pilots with an indication of the minimum altitudes which ATC will allocate 
when vectoring an aircraft below the published Minimum Sector Altitude (MSA). 

These SMAAs are based laterally as per the dimensions in CAP 777 and vertically to 
safely clear all obstacles as per the ICAO requirement for vectoring IFR flights with 
Primary and/or Secondary Surveillance RADAR equipment. 

The publication of the ATCSMAC for the UK Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) is 
an ICAO requirement - Annex 4 & Annex 15 refers. 

The current process for the initial design and subsequent 5 year review of the ATCSMAC 
is detailed in CAP 777, which will be updated accordingly following the consultation.
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