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United Kingdom 
Civil Aviation Authority 

Proposed Changes to CAA Scheme of Charges 

Air Operator and Police Air Operator Certification Scheme Enclosure 

 
1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1  Details of revisions proposed to apply from 1 April 2019 are shown in red within this 
Enclosure.  Current charges are shown in brackets where direct comparison is possible.  
Where no change to a price is proposed then the current charge will only be shown. 

1.2 All references to European Law contained within this Scheme will be retained in UK 
domestic law by section 3 of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018, and as may be 
amended by regulations made under sections 8(1), 9(1) and 23(1) of, and paragraph 21 
of Schedule 7 to, that Act. 

1.3 References to Brexit no deal in this document means the UK is not a member state of 
EASA. References to Brexit deal in this document means the UK remains a member 
state of EASA. 
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2 CHARGES INDEX 

The following Charges Index sets out the charge headings under this Scheme and refers 
to the page where each section commences: 

 

Section/ 
Paragraph 

Title Page No.

3 AOC/PAOC APPLICATION CHARGES 3 

3.1 Grant of an AOC or PAOC 3 

3.1.1 Application 3 

3.1.2 Basic charge 3 

3.1.3 Additional charge 4 

3.1.4 Charge for A-A AOC 5 

3.1.5 Charge for Restricted A-B AOC 5 

3.1.6 Charge for Balloon operators (see paragraph 5.2.1) 5 

3.2 Charge on application for variation of an AOC or PAOC 5 

3.2.1 Application 5 

3.2.2 Basic charge 6 

3.2.3 Additional charge 6 

3.2.4 AOC/PAOC operators under merger/takeover 7 

3.2.5 
Change / extension of an AOC/PAOC operation to include cargo or passenger 
services 

8 

3.2.6 Search and Rescue operations and/or Fire and Rescue Service operations 8 

3.2.7 Transition from VFR to IMC operations 8 

3.2.8 New type of aircraft – additional charge 9 

3.2.9 Charge for Balloon operators (see paragraph 5.2.2) 9 

3.2.10 Charge for PAOC operators 9 

3.2.11 Change of name 9 

4 AOC/PAOC ONGOING CHARGES 9 

4.1 Annual charges 9 

4.1.1 
Annual charges for all AOCs plus those PAOCs not held by Police/Public 
Authorities 

9 

4.1.1.1 Annual charge to be paid 9 

4.1.1.2 Calculation of annual target charge 10 

4.1.1.3 Concession on the calculation of the annual target charge 12 

4.1.1.4 Calculation of restriction on annual charges actually payable 12 

4.1.2 Annual charges for PAOCs held by Police/Public Authorities only 12 

4.1.2.1 Annual charge to be paid – Police Authority or Public Authority PAOCs 12 

4.1.2.2 
Calculation of annual target charge for PAOCs held by a Police Authority or by a 
Public Authority 

13 

4.1.2.3 
Calculation of restriction on annual charges actually payable (PAOCs held by a 
Police Authority or by a Public Authority) 

13 

4.2 Variable charges 13 

5 OTHER CHARGES (Amended and new charges) 14 

5.1 Other applications 14 

5.1.1 Extended Twin Engine Operations (ETOPS) 14 

5.1.2 Aircraft leasing – ‘dry’ leasing 14 
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(Continued) 

Section/ 
Paragraph 

Title Page No.

5.1.3 Aircraft leasing – ‘wet’ leasing 16 

5.1.4 Flight time limitations 16 

5.1.5 Approval of Alternative Training Qualification Programmes (ATQP) 16 

5.1.6 Dangerous goods and munitions of war 16 

5.1.7 Aerodrome survey for approval to handle explosives/munitions of war 18 

5.1.8 Alternative Means of Compliance (Amended) 18 

5.1.9 Copies of documents 18 

5.1.10 Additional charge where functions are performed abroad 18 

5.2 Balloon AOC operators - Brexit no deal (Amended) 19 

5.2.1 Grant of a Balloon AOC 19 

5.2.2 Variation of a Balloon AOC 19 

5.2.3 Annual continuation charge for a Balloon AOC (Amended) 19 

 Balloon Operator Declarations - Brexit deal (New charges)   20 

 Initial Balloon operator declaration 20 

 Variation of a Balloon operator declaration 20 

 Annual continuation charge for a Balloon operator declaration 20 

5.2.4 Variable charge 21 

6 DEFINITIONS 21 

7 COMMENCEMENT (Amended) 23 

3 AOC/PAOC APPLICATION CHARGES 

3.1 Grant of an AOC or PAOC 

3.1.1 Application 

Applicants for the grant of an AOC or PAOC must pay for the investigations required by the 
CAA. Except for certain applications described in paragraphs 3.1.4 to 3.1.6, when 
alternative charges apply, an applicant must pay an application charge. The application 
charge comprises: 

a) a basic charge; and 

b) in certain cases, an additional charge. 

3.1.2  Basic charge 

a) The basic charge is payable when the application is submitted and is determined by 
reference to the aircraft type(s) included in the application.  Each aircraft type fits 
within a category specified in Column 1 of Table 1, which determines the appropriate 
charges as specified in Columns 2 and 3. 

b) The charge is calculated using the formula: Charge (£) = £a + (£b1 + £b2 + £bn) 
where: 

a = Basic charge for the heaviest aircraft type in the applicant’s application, 
determined by reference to Column 2 of Table 1; and 

b = Charge for each additional aircraft type in the same application for the 1st to nth 
additional aircraft types, determined by reference to Column 3 of Table 1. 
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Table 1 
 

Category of aircraft Heaviest type Additional type

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 

Single engine aeroplanes £6,878 (£6,726) £1,448 (£1,416) 

Aeroplanes not above 5,700 kg £10,136 (£9,912) £1,991 (£1,947) 

Aeroplanes between 5,700 kg and 40 tonnes £18,281 (£17,877) £4,706 (£4,602) 

Aeroplanes above 40 tonnes £22,625 (£22,125) £6,878 (£6,726) 

Single engine helicopters £7,421 (£7,257) £1,991 (£1,947) 

Multi-engine helicopters operating onshore £9,231 (£9,027) £2,172 (£2,124) 

Multi-engine helicopters operating offshore £14,661 (£14,337) £3,258 (£3,186) 

Airships £9,231 (£9,027) £2,172 (£2,124) 

Any aircraft type where grant of a PAOC is sought £6,335*(£6,195*) £543* (£531*) 

* If the PAOC applicant already holds an AOC, this charge will be reduced by 50%. 

3.1.3 Additional charge 

a) An additional charge is payable for the grant of an AOC or PAOC if the number of 
hours expended by the CAA in dealing with the application exceeds the standard 
number of hours for that application. 

b) Each aircraft type fits within a category specified in Column 1 of Table 2, which 
determines the standard hours for that application specified in Columns 2 and 3 of 
Table 2. 

c) The additional charge payable for each hour expended by the CAA in excess of 
the standard hours is £181 (£177).  If the total cost of any investigations made by 
the CAA exceeds the basic charge for the application, a charge of such amount as 
may be decided and invoiced by the CAA, having regard to the expenses incurred 
by it in making the investigations, the additional charge payable on demand shall 
not exceed a maximum per year, or part of the year, in which the investigations are 
carried out, of four times the total basic charge for the application by reference to 
Tables 1 and 2.  Any excess hour charges will be invoiced by the CAA in arrears to 
the applicant and will be payable on demand. 

d) The additional charge is calculated using the following formula: 

Additional charge (£) = (c hours – total standard hours) x £r/hour where 

c = Total hours expended by the CAA in dealing with the application; and  

r = CAA charge rate per hour, being £181 (£177) 

and 

Total standard hours = d + (e1 + e2 + en) hours where: 

d = The standard hours for the heaviest aircraft type in the application, determined 
by reference to Column 2 of Table 2; and 

e = The standard hours for each additional aircraft type in the same application for 
the 1st to nth additional aircraft types, determined by reference to Column 3 of 
Table 2. 
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Table 2 
 

Category of aircraft 
First type 

(Standard hours) 
Additional type 

(Standard hours) 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 

Single engine aeroplanes 38 8 

Aeroplanes not above 5,700 kg 56 11 

Aeroplanes between 5,700 kg and 40 tonnes 101 26 

Aeroplanes above 40 tonnes 125 38 

Single engine helicopters 41 11 

Multi-engine helicopters operating onshore 51 12 

Multi-engine helicopters operating offshore 81 18 

Airships 51 12 

Any aircraft type where grant of a PAOC is sought 35 3 

3.1.4 Charge for A-A AOC 

When an application is made for the grant of an A-A AOC for aircraft where the MTWA 
does not exceed 5,000 kg, the charge shall be the greater of: 

a) £282 (£276); or 

b) £94 (£92) for each month of validity applied for. 

3.1.5 Charge for Restricted A-B AOC 

When an application is made for the grant of a Restricted A-B AOC, the applicant shall pay 
a charge that is the greater of: 

a) £636 (£621); or 

b) £212 (£207) for each month of validity applied for. 

A Restricted A-B AOC is one which is subject to restrictions which include: 

 Day Visual Flight Rules (VFR) only; 
 Only single-engine piston aircraft to operate under the AOC; 
 All aircraft MTWA on the AOC fleet is less than 2,000 kg; 
 A-B operations restricted to points within mainland UK. 

3.1.6 Charge for Balloon operators 

When an application is made for the grant of a Balloon AOC, the relevant charge in 
paragraph 5.2.1 is payable. 

For the purposes of this Scheme, ‘grant’ will apply to new applications and to applications 
from previous Balloon AOC holders where their previously held certificate has lapsed for 
more than 6 months. 

3.2 Charge on application for variation of an AOC or PAOC 

3.2.1 Application 

Except for certain applications described in paragraphs 3.2.4 to 3.2.10, where different 
charges apply, an applicant applying for a variation of its AOC or PAOC must pay an 
application charge for the investigation required by the CAA before the AOC or PAOC will 
be varied. The application charge comprises: 

a) a basic charge (under paragraph 3.2.2); and 

b) in certain cases, an additional charge (under paragraph 3.2.3). 
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3.2.2 Basic charge 

The basic charge is payable when the application is submitted and is determined by 
reference to the aircraft type(s) included in the application and the type of variation.  Each 
aircraft type contained in the application fits within a category specified in Column 1 of 
Table 3, which determines the appropriate charges specified in Columns 2, 3 and/or 4 for 
the following types of variation: 

Column 2: Specification of an additional aircraft type on an AOC or PAOC;  

Column 3: Change of substantive operating region(s) or any substantive route; 

Column 4: Addition or amendment of a temporary operating region or route concerning 
each aircraft type within the application. 

NOTE 1: A variation application will always have to be made to the CAA to add an aircraft 
type/variant/model to an AOC/PAOC.  A variation application charge as shown in Column 2 of 
Table 3, will only apply if the additional aircraft type/variant/model required to be approved by 
the CAA does not already fall under a CAA or EASA Type Certificate Data Sheet (TCDS) 
(aeroplanes) or under a CAA or EASA Type Rating and Licence Endorsement (helicopters) 
relating to aircraft already approved by the CAA to operate under the AOC/PAOC, otherwise, no 
charge will be payable. 

Table 3 
 

Category of aircraft 
Additional aircraft 

types 

New region/ 
substantive region 

or route 

Temporary 
region or route 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 

Single engine aeroplanes £3,801 (£3,717) £1,448 (£1,416) £543 (£531) 

Aeroplanes not above 5,700 kg £5,792 (£5,664) £1,629 (£1,593) £543 (£531) 

Aeroplanes between 5,700 kg and 40 tonnes £10,860 (£10,620) £2,172 (£2,124) £724 (£708) 

Aeroplanes above 40 tonnes £12,489 (£12,213) £2,172 (£2,124) £724 (£708) 

Single engine helicopters £3,258 (£3,186) £2,172 (£2,124) £724 (£708) 

Multi-engine helicopters operating onshore £3,801 (£3,717) £2,534 (£2,478) £905 (£885) 

Multi-engine helicopters operating offshore £5,430 (£5,310) £3,258 (£3,186) £1,086 (£1,062)

Airships £5,249 (£5,133) n/a n/a 

Any aircraft type operated under a PAOC £3,258* (£3,186*) (Refer to paragraph 3.2.10) 

* This charge will be reduced by 50% if: 

a) the PAOC application is made simultaneously with an application for the variation of an AOC in respect of 
the same aircraft type(s); or 

b) the PAOC applicant also holds an AOC already specifying the relevant aircraft type(s). 

3.2.3  Additional charge 

a)  An additional charge is payable for the variation of an AOC or PAOC where the 
number of hours expended by the CAA in dealing with the application exceeds the 
standard number of hours for that application. 

b) The additional charge is dependent on the aircraft type(s) included in the application 
and the type of variation.  Each aircraft type fits within a category specified in 
Column 1 of Table 4, which determines the appropriate standard hours specified in 
Columns 2, 3 and/or 4 of Table 4 for the following types of variation: 

i) Column 2: Specification of additional aircraft types on an AOC; 

ii) Column 3: Change of substantive operating region(s) or any substantive route; 
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iii) Column 4: Addition or amendment of a temporary operating region or route.  

c) The additional charge payable for each hour expended by the CAA in excess of 
the standard hours is £181 (£177).  If the total cost of any investigations made by 
the CAA exceeds the basic charge for the application, a charge of such amount as 
may be decided and invoiced by the CAA having regard to the expenses incurred 
by it in making the investigations, the additional charge payable on demand shall 
not exceed a maximum per year, or part of the year, in which the investigations are 
carried out, of twice the total basic charge for the application by reference to 
Tables 3 and 4.  Any excess hour charges will be invoiced in arrears to the 
applicant and will be payable on demand. 

d) The additional charge is calculated using the following formula: 

Additional charge (£) = (c hours – total standard hours) x £r/hour  

where 

c = Total CAA hours expended by the CAA in dealing with the application; and  

r = CAA charge rate per hour, being £181 (£177) 

and 

Total standard hours = (d1 +d2+dn) + (e1 + e2 + en) + (f1 + f2 + fn) hours where 

d = The standard hours for each category of aircraft affected by the additional types 
within the variation application, determined by reference to Column 2 of Table 4; 

e = The standard hours for each category of aircraft affected by the addition of a new 
operating region or a change to the substantive operating region(s) or any 
substantive route specified in the variation application, determined by reference to 
Column 3 of Table 4; and 

f = The standard hours for each category of aircraft affected by an addition or 
amendment to a temporary operating region or a temporary route, determined by 
reference to Column 4 of Table 4. 

Table 4 
 

Category of aircraft 

Additional 
aircraft types 

(standard 
hours) 

New region/ 
substantive region or 

route (standard 
hours) 

Temporary region or 
route (standard 

hours) 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 

Single engine aeroplanes 21 8 3 

Aeroplanes not above 5,700 kg 32 9 3 

Aeroplanes between 5,700 kg and 40 
tonnes 

60 12 4 

Aeroplanes above 40 tonnes 69 12 4 

Single engine helicopters 18 12 4 

Multi-engine helicopters operating onshore 21 14 5 

Multi-engine helicopters operating offshore 30 18 6 

Airships 29 n/a n/a 

Any aircraft type operated under a PAOC 18 (Refer to paragraph 3.2.10) 

3.2.4 AOC/PAOC operators under merger/takeover 

3.2.4.1 Subject to paragraph 3.2.4.2, where an AOC/PAOC holder applies to merge its operations 
with or take over the operations of another AOC/PAOC holder, the applicant shall pay: 

a) an initial charge of £1,267 (£1,239); plus 
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