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Chapter 1 

Background 

Introduction 
1.1 On 30 April 2018, Birmingham Airport Limited submitted an airspace change 

proposal to the CAA (“Birmingham Airport Airspace Change Proposal: 
Introduction of new Standard Instrument Departure Procedures from Runway 
33”1, ACP reference ACP-2016-15), proposing changes to the departure routes 
from Birmingham Airport.  On 13 November 2018, the CAA received a request 
for the airspace change decision of this proposal to be called in by the Secretary 
of State2 and, later that day, the Secretary of State asked the CAA to assess 
whether the call in criteria set out in the 2017 Secretary of State Directions to the 
CAA have been met. The Secretary of State’s request attached draft guidance to 
the CAA on making this assessment which the CAA was asked to take into 
account.  No further updates to the airspace change proposal were submitted to 
the CAA before the deadline for call in requests of 20 November 2018 and so the 
CAA’s assessment will be made against the details of the proposal submitted on 
30 April 2018 (hereafter called the “Birmingham Proposal”). 

1.2 This report represents the CAA’s assessment of the call in criteria as they apply 
to the Birmingham Proposal, and will be provided to the Secretary of State to 
inform his decision whether he has a discretion to exercise to call-in the proposal 
for decision by himself rather than the CAA. 

1.3 The remainder of this chapter outlines the relevant Directions and Guidance 
given to the CAA.  Chapter 2 sets out the CAA’s assessment of each of the call 
in criteria and Chapter 3 gives the CAA’s overall assessment of whether any of 
the call-in criteria are met such that a discretion for the Secretary of State (SofS) 
to call in the Birmingham Proposal arises. 

 

 

Relevant Directions and Guidance 

                                            

1 Available on the CAA website at https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-
change/Decisions/Birmingham-Airport-Runway-33-standard-instrument-departures/. 
2 Available on the CAA website on the same webpage.   
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