
  

 

  
 
   

 
   

   
    

 
  
 

   
        

 
 

 
 
 
     
     

   
     

   
    

    
  

    
   

 
      

      
     

     
  

 
       

 
 

   
 

 
    

   
   

 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

BETWEEN THE 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AND THE 

CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

CONTINUITY OF AIRCRAFT CERTIFICATION PROJECTS 

1. In accordance with Section IX of the Implementation Procedures for Airworthiness (IPA) to 
the U.S./UK Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreement (BASA), this document sets out an agreement 
allowing the continuity of services following the exit of the United Kingdom (UK) from the 
European Union (EU).  The purpose of this document is to establish the expectations and 
procedures associated with the transfer of existing design approvals to the UK Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) as well as the transition of ongoing certification/validation projects at the date 
of the end of the Transition Period (as defined by Article 126 of the UK-EU Withdrawal 
Agreement 2019). Both the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the CAA have 
committed, to the extent practicable, to recognize the work accomplished by the European Union 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) as the Technical Agent for the CAA before December 31, 
2020. 

2. For up to two years from December 31, 2020, the CAA shall recognize EASA organizational 
approvals that were issued before December 31, 2020, and have not expired (pursuant to the 
UK’s European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018). The CAA shall also recognize all EASA design 
approvals issued within two years after December 31, 2020, if the application for approval was 
made before December 31, 2020. 

3. Certification/Validation Activities that are incomplete on the date of the UK’s exit from the 
EU 

3.1 EASA has issued the design approval to an entity in the UK, FAA validation is in 
progress.  

The CAA shall request all documentation associated with the original design approval 
from EASA or the applicant and notify the FAA that they will take on the 
responsibilities of the Certificating Authority (CA) for the project. Therefore, 
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a. the FAA and CAA shall recognize all certification/validation decisions made to 
date and shall maintain any project’s validation plan to the greatest extent 
possible; 

b. the FAA shall accept the transfer of validation application to the CAA and UK 
applicants will not need to re-apply to the FAA for validation; and 

c. the FAA and the CAA shall follow the validation procedures in Section III of the 
IPA for the remaining parts of the project. 

3.2 EASA has an open application for a design approval to an entity in the UK, FAA 
validation is in progress and EASA will not complete the validation process. 

The CAA shall request all documentation associated with the open application for a 
design approval from EASA or the applicant and notify the FAA that they will take on 
the responsibilities of the Certificating Authority (CA) for the project. Consequently, 

a. the FAA and the CAA shall recognize all certification/validation decisions made 
to date and shall maintain the project certification and validation plans to the 
greatest extent possible; 

b. the FAA shall accept the transfer of validation application to the CAA and UK 
applicants will not need to re-apply to the FAA for validation; 

c. the FAA and the CAA shall follow the validation procedures in Section III of the 
IPA for the remaining parts of the project; and 

d. the applicant must cover the subsequent costs the CAA incurs in accordance with 
the scheme of charges. 

3.3 FAA has issued a design approval and EASA validation is pending 

a. U.S. design approval holders may choose to rely on the EASA design approvals 
which will be subsequently recognized by the CAA if completed within the two-
year timeframe. 

b. U.S design approval holders may also elect to separately submit an application for 
validation to the CAA in accordance with the IPA. If there is a new application, 
the FAA and the CAA shall follow the validation procedures in Section III of the 
IPA for the remaining parts of the project. In this case, the applicant may be asked 
to provide to the CAA all the information they have provided to EASA. 
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