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Executive summary 

1. The CAA’s airspace change process is a seven-stage mechanism that is set out in 
detail in CAP 725/CAP1616.  Under this process NATS submitted proposals to the 
CAA to introduce a new Conditional Route (CDR) known as “Q60” over southern 
England and Wales. Stage 7 of this process is a Post Implementation Review (PIR) 
that normally begins one year after implementation of the change. The new 
Conditional Route was implemented on 15th September 2016, following approval of 
the proposed Airspace Change by the CAA on 27 July 2016. Competing priorities 
for the allocation of resources resulted in a delay to us starting this particular review. 
The CAA commenced the PIR of the impact of its decision and the implemented 
change on 7th August 2019.  Given this delay, for simplicity the sponsor provided 
data for calendar year 2015 and calendar year 2017 as the “before” and “after” 
information. The content and outcome of the review process by the CAA is 
discussed in detail in this report including its annexes. 

2. On 2 January 2018 the CAA introduced a new process for making a decision 
whether or not to approve proposals to change airspace design.  Irrespective of 
whether the CAA decision to approve the change was made under the previous 
process (set out in CAP 725), we will conduct all Post Implementation Reviews in 
accordance with the process requirements of CAP1616.  However, when assessing 
the expected impacts against the actual impacts we will use the methodology 
adopted at the time of the original CAA decision in order to do so.  We have also 
taken into consideration the interval since implementation and the fact that all 
changes are in controlled airspace above Flight Level 245 (approximately 24,500 
feet dependent upon atmospheric pressure) when conducting this assessment. 

3. During the review process, the CAA considered responses from the Sponsor 
following requests for information/data. 

4. As a result, the CAA has reached the following conclusion: 

The CAA is satisfied that the introduction of the new conditional route Q60 over 
southern England and Wales satisfactorily achieved the objective stated in the 
CAA’s decision document, and the change is confirmed. 

5. This report, and its annexes, provide a summary of the information the CAA has 
reviewed and taken into account before reaching these conclusions.  However, all 
the information the CAA has taken into account will be published on our 
website/portal.  
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