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Additional information on our Approach

1. The purpose of this report and how it differs from the Initial Report published in August
2021

This report is our draft report into the Cotswold Region. It sets out a comprehensive picture of
our findings to date into airspace use, informed by engagement with stakeholders. It builds on
the factual information gathered and presented in the Initial Report, by bringing in feedback from
a separate targeted survey, details of our own analysis into the survey comments, and the
feedback received from airspace control authorities.

The report contains our initial plan of volumes of airspace which we propose to take forward to
the amend stage of this procedure and our rationale for excluding certain volumes for review, as
well as our other findings and recommendations. We are now seeking feedback to determine
whether we have missed, misunderstood or misinterpreted any of our findings. The feedback
will be used to inform our Final Report into the Cotswold Region and our Final Plan of airspace
volumes to take to the amend phase.

2. How we identified the initial plan of airspace volumes to take forward to the amend phase

The Cotswold Region presented our team with over 70 individual airspace structures, including
but not limited to 48 control areas (CTAs), 3 control zones (CTRs), 16 aerodrome traffic zones
(ATZs), 5 Restricted Areas, and 4 Danger Areas. We have gathered various sources of
information to help apprise the team’s understanding of how the airspace is currently being
used. Ultimately this has helped us identify and target the individual airspace volumes listed in
the report, that we are able to investigate further through the airspace classification review
procedure and have the potential to be taken forward into the amend phase of our process.

At the beginning of our task, we had already collated the responses (within the Cotswold
Region) from the CAA’s legacy 2019-2020 consultation which asked respondees to identify
controlled airspace volumes where a classification could be amended to better reflect the needs
of all airspace users. In August 2021, we released a factual report on the Cotswold Region
(CAP 2235), along with two workshop sessions and an accompanying engagement survey
which invited feedback from stakeholders operating in the Cotswold Region.

With the responses from the survey in mind, we used our Airspace Analyser Tool to conduct
analysis on recent historical traffic movements across the region, and to explore potential
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correlations between the insight from the survey, and the analysis we were conducting. We
have also been using the Airspace Analyser Tool to help develop an understanding of who is
using the airspace, and how the airspace is being used. We have held discussions with
airspace control authorities across the region and have shared our findings as part of our wider
engagement exercise.

3. Our reasons for excluding volumes of airspace not suitable for the amend phase of our
process

Having gathered all the information required, conducted analysis, and shared this with
stakeholders and airspace control authorities across the region, we started to identify which
volumes have the potential to be taken through to the amend phase of our process.

In our report we have listed the filters set out in CAP 1991 which effectively remove airspace
volume proposals that are not appropriate for this procedure for amending airspace
classification. In particular, we have highlighted the airspace volumes that have been filtered out
due to an ongoing or recent airspace change proposal (ACP). We acknowledge that the ACP
filter does take out a significant number of airspace volumes from our process. However, the
ACP process delivered through CAP 1616, is complex involving a lot of analysis, investigation,
and significant levels of engagement with relevant stakeholders. Any involvement from the
Airspace Classification Review team into an ongoing ACP could undermine the work already
carried out within it.

After an ACP has been implemented, there is a phase known as the Post Implementation
Review (PIR), during which the effects of the airspace change need to be observed and
understood to determine how the airspace change has performed in relation to the original
Statement of Need, design principles and options appraisal. Again, it would not be appropriate
for us to initiate a review of airspace classification while this review is underway, and the impact
of the airspace change is not yet known.

4. When we will consult

We have engaged extensively through the Cotswold Region review process in developing our
Initial Plan. Given the scale of that engagement, the involvement of key stakeholder groups
throughout the process to date and the fact that we have previously conducted a survey on our
initial investigative report, it is not proportionate to formally consult on our findings. Instead, we
are now seeking feedback on our findings to determine whether we have missed,
misrepresented, or misunderstood anything.

When we enter the amend process on our Final Plan of volumes, we will consult formally on
each volume and any proposed changes to its airspace classification.

5. How this feedback differs from an Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) consultation

The CAA’s airspace change process, detailed in CAP1616, is separate from its procedure to
review the classification of airspace in the UK (CAP 1991). In the latter case it is the CAA who
act as change sponsors, acting in the interests of all airspace users.

We are aware that there are a high volume of ACPs underway in this region and that the
Change Sponsors of these ACPs will also be engaging with their stakeholders. CAP 1616
consultations must follow a specific process and are designed to gather information and opinion
on a specific topic, area or suggestion. This gives the sponsor of an ACP the information

necessary to move their process forward, informed by stakeholder insight on their proposals,
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