Civil Aviation Authority

EMERGENCY
Safety AIRWORTHINESS Civil Aviation
IR  DIRECTIVE

Number: G-2021-0014R1-E
Issue date: 10 December 2021

Note: In this Airworthiness Directive, references to EU regulations are to those regulations as retained and amended in UK domestic law
under the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 and are referenced as “UK Regulation (EU) year/number or UK Regulation (EU) No.
number/year”.

This Airworthiness Directive (AD) is issued by the UK CAA in accordance with UK Regulation (EU) No. 748/2012 Part 21.A.3B, acting
as the Authority of the State of Design for the affected product(s), under Article 34 of the Air Navigation Order 2016 (ANO) and UK
Regulation (EU) 2018/1139.

In accordance with UK Regulation (EU) No. 1321/2014 Annex | (Part-M), M.A.301 / Annex VB (Part-ML), ML.A.301, the continuing
airworthiness of an aircraft shall be ensured by accomplishing any applicable ADs. Consequently, no person may operate an aircraft
to which an AD applies, except in accordance with the requirements of that AD, unless otherwise specified or agreed by the CAA
[Part-M, M.A.303 / Part-ML, ML.A.303].

Manufacturer Name: Type/Model Designation(s):
CAMERON BALLOONS Ltd Fuel Cylinders (see detailed Applicability)
Effective Date: Revision 1: 14 December 2021

Original Issue: 04 November 2021
TCDS: UK.TC.BA.00001

UK.TC.BA.00002
UK.TC.BA.00003
UK.TC.BA.00006
UK.TC.BA.00014

EASA.BA.030
Foreign AD (if applicable): | N/A
Revision: This Emergency AD revises Emergency AD G-2021-0014-E dated 02

November 2021, which superseded Emergency AD G-2021-0010-E
dated 01 October 2021

| Hot Air Balloons — Fuel — Cylinder Quick Shut-off Valve Mounting Flange - Inspection /
Replacement

Manufacturer(s):

Cameron Balloons Ltd

Applicability:

Fuel cylinders Part No (P/N) CB2901, P/N CB2902 and P/N CB2903, having a serial number (s/n) as
listed in Appendix 1 of this AD, where the cylinder is equipped with a QSO valve (incorporating flanged
adaptor P/N CB437 Issue F), and all P/N CB2901, P/N CB2902 and P/N CB2903 cylinders having a
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s/n not listed in Appendix 1 of this AD that have been fitted with a flanged adaptor P/N CB437 Issue F
and released as spare parts under Invoice and Form 1 Numbers as listed in Appendix 2 of this AD.

Stainless Steel cylinders CB426, CB497, CB599, CB959, CB2088, V20, V30, V40; Titanium cylinders
CB2380,CB2383, CB2385, CB2387, T30 (CY-050-A-001) and “Worthington” Aluminium cylinders
CB250, may also be affected if fitted with CB437 flanged adaptors supplied on invoice and Form 1
numbers listed in Appendix 2 of this AD.

These fuel cylinders are known to be installed on, but not limited to, hot air balloons and airships
manufactured by Cameron Balloons Ltd, Colt Balloons, Lindstrand Balloons Ltd (LBL), Lindstrand Hot
Air Balloons Ltd, Sky Balloons, Thunder Balloons, Thunder & Colt, and Lindstrand Technologies Ltd.

Definitions:

For the purpose of this AD, the following definitions apply:

Affected Part: QSO Flanged Adaptor, Part No. CB437 Issue F as defined in “Applicability” above
Serviceable Part: QSO Flanged Adaptor, Part No. CB437 Issue H or later

The SB: Cameron Balloon Service Bulletin SB32

Reason:

Certain Cameron Hot Air Balloon fuel cylinders are supplied with liquid offtakes that consist of a quarter
turn ball valve mounted on a flanged adaptor (P/N CB437, see figure 1). Two recent batches of these
adaptors have been manufactured with non-conforming (undersize) threads.

In certain cases, when the minimum sized adaptors are combined with cylinder bosses at maximum
tolerance dimension and assembled to fuel cylinders, the thread can impinge (“bottom out”) on the
cylinder boss. Although the required tightening torque value can be achieved at installation, the torque
required to unscrew the flange could be below the minimum value. In extreme cases the adaptor may
be unscrewed by hand.

This condition, if not detected and corrected, could result in an uncontrolled release of liquid propane
which in turn could result in a fire hazard that could damage the balloon and its envelope, ultimately
leading to a forced emergency landing, during which balloon occupants and persons on the ground
could be injured.

To address this potential unsafe condition, Cameron Balloons Ltd. issued the Service Bulletin to provide
instructions for the removal from service of the affected parts.

For the reasons described above, this AD retains the requirements of CAA Emergency AD G-2021-
0010-E dated 01 October 2021, which required a one-time inspection of each affected fuel cylinder for
leakage around the threaded joint between the QSO valve adaptor flange and the cylinder boss and,
depending on findings, removal from service of the affected fuel cylinder. The AD also required
modification of each fuel cylinder by replacement of the affected part with a serviceable part.

Since AD G-2021-0010-E was issued, additional applicability information has been released by the
manufacturer, Cameron Balloons Ltd. Additional serial number applicability for CB2902 Cylinders has
been identified and added to the list of affected parts. (See appendix 1).

For the reason described above AD 2021-0010-E, was superseded by AD G-2021-0014-E which
expands the list of affected parts.
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Since the issue of AD G-2021-0014-E additional information pertaining to the means of visual
identification of the affected parts has been released by the manufacturer, Cameron Balloons Ltd. It
was also found that that the replacement part specified in the previous EADs, Part No. CB437 ‘Issue
G’ did not go into production and instead ‘Issue H’ was produced.

For the reasons described above this AD has been revised to include additional information in the
applicability, the inclusion of photos (figures 2, 3 and 4) and to reference the correct replacement part
number (updated drawing issue)

This revised AD also introduces editorial changes not affecting the requirements.

Required Action(s) and Compliance Time(s):
Required as indicated, unless accomplished previously:

| 1. From the 04 October 2021 (the effective date of AD G-2021-0010-E), before further flight, inspect
each fuel cylinder to identify effected parts (See applicability section above), and in accordance
with the instructions in section 5 of the SB inspect for leakage around the threaded joint between
the QSO valve adaptor flange and the cylinder boss.

Note: Affected flanged adaptors can also be identified by visual inspection to establish whether
parts have a machine engraved, or hand stamped part humber. All flange adaptors
marked at issue F or earlier with machine engraved part numbers are affected. 'H’
adapters are not included. For method of visual identification see, figures 2, 3 and 4.

2. If, during the inspection as required by paragraph 1 of this AD, any leakage is detected, before
next flight, remove the cylinder from service in accordance with the instructions of the SB.

3. If no leakage is detected, cylinders may be subject to a torque test. Satisfactory completion of the
torque test allows the return of the cylinder to service until 31/01/2022, then final rectification
action must be applied to all affected cylinders as per section 5 below. The torque test must be
carried out by a Part-66 (or appropriately qualified) inspector. Details of the torque test are
included in document CBL/TN/DCB/3287 (See Reference Publications below).

Cylinders that fail the torque check may be returned to service by replacing the QSO valve with
a handwheel valve, P/N CB0824-0001, which has a Rego-type hose connection.

| 4.  From the 04 October 2021 (the effective date of AD G -2021-0010-E), do not install an affected
part on any cylinder.

5. Within 4 months after 04 October 2021 (the effective date of AD G-2021-0010-E), modify each
cylinder by replacing the P/N CB437 issue F QSO flanged Adaptor, with a P/N CB437 issue H (or
later issue) QSO flanged adaptor in accordance with the instructions of the SB, or by replacing
the QSO valve assembly with a handwheel valve part No CB0824-0001 (this part has a Rego-
type hose connection).

6.  Where it can be established that inspections accomplished on a part, before the effective date of
this revision AD were in accordance with the instructions of Cameron Balloons Service Bulletin
32 revision 3, and Cylinder Torque Test CBL/TN/DCB/3287 Issue C, it is acceptable to comply
with the requirements of paragraphs 1 to 4 above of this AD for an effected part.
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