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Civil Aviation Authority 

INFORMATION NOTICE 

Number: IN–2014/187 
 

 
Issued: 13 November 2014 

 
CAA Information Bulletin on EASA Developments – 

25 July to 13 November 2014 
 
This Information Notice contains information that is for guidance and/or awareness. 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Information Notice is copied to all members of their staff who 
may have an interest in the information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance 
organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

Applicability: 

Aerodromes: All Aerodrome Licence Holders 
Air Traffic: All ATC, FIS and ANSPs 
Airspace: All NATMAC Members 
Airworthiness: All Airworthiness Organisations 
Flight Operations: All AOC Holders and General Aviation Pilots 
Licensed/Unlicensed 
Personnel: 

All Training Organisations, Pilots and Maintenance Engineers 

 

1 Introduction 
1.1 This Information Notice provides highlights of EASA developments and CAA activities 

covering the period 25 July to 13 November 2014. 

2 EASA Management Board 
2.1 The EASA Management Board met on 10 September. There was a closed session in the 

morning to vote in two new EASA Directors and new Chair of the Management Board (MB). 

o Luc Tytgat was selected to be the new Director of Strategy and Safety Management; 

o Olivier Ramsayer was selected to be the new Director of Resources and Support; 

o Pekka Henttu was elected as the new Chairman of the MB; nominations for Deputy 
Chair would be brought to the Board in December.  

2.2 Other agenda items included reports from the Executive Director and the MB Subgroup 
(including the Article 62 report); information on the 2015 Standardisation Inspection Annual 
Programme and decisions on EASA Staff Regulations and the Staff Committee. 
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3 EASA Committee 
3.1 The EASA Committee met on 8-9 October 2014. The agenda covered the following items on 

the first day: 

i) Update on on-going Commission adoption procedures - Information by the Commission  

- The Commission presented the timetable for the entry into force of Regulations 
adopted by the Committee. They are intending to revamp the format of the table (e.g. 
by grouping items into themes) to make it easier to follow. 

ii) Proposal to amend Commission Regulation (EU) No. 1178/2011 and information note on 
pilot training – Discussion and vote 

- After a lengthy discussion and several drafting changes, a vote took place and the 
Regulation was unanimously adopted. The positive vote means we have achieved:  

o A delay to the mandatory requirements for all Registered Training Facilities to 
become Approved Training Organisations (ATOs) until April 2018 (from April 
2015). The delay is to allow the development of alternative options for private 
pilot training to continue outside of ATOs beyond April 2018.   

o An increase in the permitted upper age limit for single pilots of commercial 
balloon flights under EASA rules from 65 to 70 years of age.  

o Rationalisation of the revalidation requirements for balloon group ratings to 
permit revalidation on the largest balloon the pilot intends to fly.  

o Introduction of a means for the CAA to authorise instructors to sign the 
revalidations of single engine piston and touring motor glider ratings. 

o Making seaplane rating revalidations more proportionate.  

None of these changes come into effect until 8 April 2015. 

iii) Draft Commission Implementing Regulation classifying civil aviation occurrences to be 
mandatorily reported according to Regulation (EU) No. 376/2014 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the reporting, analysis and follow-up of occurrences in 
civil aviation – Discussion 

-  The Commission explained that there had been no EASA Opinion on this measure 
because it was made under the Occurrence Reporting Regulation (376/2014) rather 
than the EASA Regulation. Nevertheless the EASA Committee had been given 
responsibility for Implementing Acts made under Regulation (EU) No. 376/2014. The 
Commission also advised the Committee that it would be preparing guidance on the 
implementation of the just culture provisions of the Regulation and would be holding a 
conference on this subject in 2015. 

-  There followed a wide ranging discussion about the reporting criteria and eliminating 
inconsistencies and overlaps between reporting requirements from different 
organisations. The Commission recognised that there was need for a better 
explanation of who should report what. However, that was not within the scope of this 
Implementing Act and it would be dealt with in guidance material. EASA had been 
involved in the drafting of the Annexes to the Regulation and had ensured that they 
were consistent with the implementing rules and ICAO taxonomy. In response to a 
point raised by the UK delegation, it was clarified that the scope of Annex 5 is set by 
Regulation (EU) No. 376/2014 and the Annex is proportionate.   
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iv) Draft Commission Regulation amending Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 as regards 
requirements for flight recorders, underwater locating devices and flight following 
systems (based on EASA Opinion No. 01/2014 on Flight Data Recording) – Review and 
discussion, and  

v) ICAO/IATA work regarding global tracking – Information by the Commission 

- The Commission stated that the work on this issue was being carried out in parallel to 
ICAO initiatives and they were coordinating it as far as possible with the ICAO work.  
The title of the draft Regulation had also been changed to refer to aircraft tracking 
rather than flight following to reflect the ICAO terminology. The requirements of the 
draft Regulation had also been altered to bring them more into line with Recital 3 on 
the prevention of the disclosure of CVR recordings. The Commission also reported that 
the ICAO Flight Recorder Panel are considering a requirement for 25 hours of 
recording by CVRs for new aircraft from 1 January 2020. The Commission noted that 
they were awaiting the results of a study commissioned by IATA which would be used 
to develop their impact assessment. 

vi) Applicability of Article 83bis of the Chicago Convention – Information by the Commission 
and EASA 

- The Commission had conducted a review of the legal aspects of Article 83bis in 
respect of intra-EU aircraft leases. They concluded that the use of Article 83bis 
agreements were not necessary or appropriate as internally the EU already operates 
in a multilateral way. The Commission has produced a discussion paper on this subject 
and plan to have a separate discussion with ICAO regarding the EU system. 

vii) Preparation of the ICAO High Level Safety Conference 2015 – Information by the 
Commission 

- The Commission reported on progress with preparations for the ICAO High Level 
Safety Conference. The working papers being prepared with ECAC were almost 
finalised. In addition, the Agenda had also been improved and now contained a 
session for “hot topics” such as aircraft tracking and flights over conflict zones.   

3.2 The second day included the following agenda items: 

viii) EASA Opinion No. 02/2014 on Apron Management Service – Orientation discussion  

- The Commission introduced the EASA Opinion, stating that that it was a matter for 
airports whether they had apron management services (AMS). The draft regulation 
was not specific about who should provide AMS. It could be the airport operator, ATS 
providers or a third party. Separate AMS certification would only be needed for third 
party providers. For airport operators and ATS providers, this would be covered by 
their main certificate. This may be put forward for a vote at the next meeting of the 
EASA Committee in January.  

ix) Draft Commission Regulation amending Regulation (EU) No. 646/2012 as regards fines 
and periodic penalty payments - Information by EASA and the Commission  

- A number of Member States raised similar concerns to those expressed by Airbus 
regarding the minimum level of the fine for a Level 2 finding and the lack of clarity on 
the circumstance in which this would be based on turnover rather than income. 

- The Commission responded that the draft Regulation has to be read in conjunction 
with Regulation 646/2012 which it amends. They stressed that Regulation 646/2012 
required an exhaustive process to be undertaken before a fine could be imposed and it 
was clear that fines could not imposed simply because a Level 2 finding had been 
made. Fines will only be imposed where an organisation has intentionally or 
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