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Civil Aviation Authority 

INFORMATION NOTICE 

Number: IN–2015/036 
 

 
Issued: 23 April 2015 

 
 

Changes to CAP 804 ‘Flight Crew Licensing Mandatory 
Requirements, Policy and Guidance’ 

 
This Information Notice contains information that is for guidance and/or awareness. 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Information Notice is copied to all members of their staff who 
may have an interest in the information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance 
organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

Applicability: 

Aerodromes: Not primarily affected 
Air Traffic: Not primarily affected 
Airspace: Not primarily affected 
Airworthiness: Not primarily affected 
Flight Operations: All AOC Holders 
Licensed/Unlicensed 
Personnel: 

All Holders of UK-Issued Pilot Licences 
All Instructors and Examiners 
All Approved Training Organisations and Registered Facilities 

 

1 Introduction 
1.1 CAP 804 has been amended to take account of changes to the Aircrew Regulation introduced 

by amending Regulation (EU) No. 2015/445 and consequent changes to advisory and 
guidance material. CAP 804 has also been amended to reflect the amendment of end dates to 
the transition period. This Information Notice provides an overview of the changes made. 

2 Summary of Changes 
2.1 Changes Due to the Amendment of the Aircrew Regulation 
 The significant changes introduced by the amending regulation are: 

2.1.1 Transition of Registered Facilities to Approved Training Organisations - Article 10(a) to reflect 
that, from 8 April 2015, any Registered Facility (RF) will be permitted to provide instruction for 
the Light Aircraft Pilot Licences (LAPL) for the same category of aircraft for which the RF 
provides PPL training (aeroplanes or helicopters). This will be in addition to continuing to 
provide the training that the RF was permitted to provide previously. RFs will be permitted to 
continue in this manner until 8 April 2018. Alternatively, they may apply to become Approved 
Training Organisations (ATOs) at any time. Any extension to the scope of training given by 
existing RFs (beyond the LAPL and the training previously conducted) will only be permitted if 
the RF becomes an ATO. Any new training organisation will have to apply to be an ATO. 
Existing ATOs are not affected by this change. 
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2.1.2 Further deferment of the mandatory use of certain new licences and ratings - Article 12 
Consistent with the extension of the transition period for Registered Facilities, certain other 
deadlines have also been extended. From 8 April 2015, the mandatory requirements to hold:  

• a LAPL(A), LAPL(H), LAPL(S) or LAPL(B);  

• a BPL or SPL;  

• Aerobatic Rating, Towing Rating or Mountain Rating; or  

• a Mountain Instructor Certificate. 

 are deferred until 8 April 2018.  

 In the UK, until 8 April 2018, the equivalent national licences and rules may be used instead of 
the Part-FCL licences, ratings and certificates listed above in both EASA and non-
EASA/Annex II aircraft; or, alternatively, the Part-FCL qualifications may be obtained and 
used. 

 For example: until 8 April 2018 a UK NPPL(A) with SSEA rating, or a UK (pre-JAR-FCL) 
national Private Pilot Licence (PPL(A)) with SEP or SSEA rating, may be used instead of a 
LAPL(A) to fly an EASA aeroplane - within the scope of the privileges of a LAPL(A) only. The 
LAPL(A) privileges are to fly SEP aeroplanes not exceeding 2000 kg maximum take-off mass, 
with a maximum of 4 persons onboard, under the Visual Flight Rules. A UK NPPL(A) or UK 
national PPL(A) will not be valid to fly any EASA aeroplane on any flight from 8 April 2018 
onwards. However, a Part-FCL LAPL(A) or PPL(A) may be obtained at any time and used to 
fly EASA and non-EASA/Annex II aeroplanes (within the scope of the licence privileges) 
indefinitely.  

 Some of the other transition end dates remain unchanged. The mandatory date for the use of 
the following Part-FCL licences, ratings and certificates remain 8 April 2015:  

• Airship and powered lift; 

• Flight Test Rating; 

• Flight Test Instructor; 

• Multi Crew Co-operation Instructor for Helicopters.  

2.1.3 Continuation of training for national licences that have Part-FCL equivalents until 8 April 2018. 
Provision has been made for national training organisations providing training for national 
equivalents to new Part-FCL licences to continue to do so until 8 April 2018. In the UK this 
applies to organisations providing training to balloon pilots and sailplane/glider pilots under UK 
legislation. National qualifications obtained in this manner prior to 8 April 2018 will be 
convertible to Part-FCL licences. Part-FCL licences will be mandatory to fly EASA balloons 
and sailplanes from 8 April 2018 onwards. 

 
2.1.4 Further deferment of the application of European licensing rules to pilots using third country 

licences to fly third country aircraft based in Europe, or aircraft registered in Europe, for non-
commercial purposes. 

For pilots who hold pilot licences issued by third countries, the UK has deferred until 
8 April 2016 the requirement to obtain a Part-FCL licence or a validation of their third country 
licences to conduct non-commercial flights in UK registered aircraft, or in aircraft registered 
elsewhere that are used by operators based in Europe. This is the maximum period allowable 
under the Aircrew Regulation.  
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