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Civil Aviation Authority 

INFORMATION NOTICE 

Number: IN–2016/010 
 

 
Issued: 18 January 2016 

 
Introduction of the Part-FCL En-Route Instrument Rating in the 

United Kingdom 
 
 
This Information Notice contains information that is for guidance and/or awareness. 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Information Notice is copied to all members of their staff who 
may have an interest in the information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance 
organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

Applicability: 

Aerodromes: Not primarily affected  
Air Traffic: Not primarily affected 
Airspace: Not primarily affected 
Airworthiness: Not primarily affected 
Flight Operations: Not primarily affected 
Licensed/Unlicensed 
Personnel: 

All UK licensed pilots and Approved Training Organisations (ATO); 
Instructors and examiners with privileges to instruct/examine for aeroplane 
instrument ratings 

 

1 Introduction 
1.1 The third amendment to the Aircrew Regulation (Regulation (EU) No. 1178/2011 as 

amended), has introduced a new rating for flight in accordance with the Instrument Flight 
Rules (IFR) in aeroplanes. It is called the En-route Instrument Rating (EIR). This Information 
Notice sets out the means by which the holders of UK-issued Part-FCL licences may qualify 
for an EIR. (Part-FCL is Annex I to the Aircrew Regulation). 

1.2 This IN supersedes IN-2014/169. 

2 Scope 
2.1 This Information Notice concerns the EIR referred to in Part-FCL, FCL.825. 

2.2 Privileges 

2.2.1 The privileges of the EIR are to conduct flights by day under IFR in the en-route phase of flight 
in an aeroplane for which the type or class rating is held. The EIR is available for aeroplanes 
only. The rating may be held for single engine or multi-engine aeroplanes. The EIR privileges 
may be extended to flights by night under IFR, if the pilot holds a night rating. 
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2.2.2 The explanatory material for the privileges and conditions that apply to the EIR is set out in 
AMC1 FCL.825(a) as follows: 

“AMC1 FCL.825(a) En Route instrument rating (EIR)  
GENERAL  

Since the privileges of the EIR are only to be exercised in the en route phase of flight, 
holders of an EIR should:  

(a)  at no time accept an IFR clearance to fly a departure, arrival or approach procedure;  

(b)  notify the ATS if unable to complete a flight within the limitations of their rating. 

CONDITIONS FOR THE EXERCISE OF THE PRIVILEGES OF AN EN ROUTE 
INSTRUMENT RATING (EIR)  

(c)  To comply with FCL.825 (a)(2), the holder of an EIR should not commence or continue a 
flight during which it is intended to exercise the privileges of the rating unless the 
appropriate weather reports or forecasts for the destination and alternate aerodrome for 
the period from one hour before until one hour after the planned time of arrival indicates 
VMC. The flight may be planned only to aerodromes for which such meteorological 
information is available. When filing a flight plan, the holder of an EIR should include 
suitable VFR to IFR and IFR to VFR transitions. In any case, the pilot needs to apply the 
relevant operational rules, which ever are more limiting.  

(d)  A suitable VFR to IFR transition is any navigational fix  

(1) to which the flight can be safely conducted under VFR; and  
(2) which is acceptable to ATS if available.  

(e)  A suitable IFR to VFR transition is any navigational fix  

(1) to which the flight can be safely conducted under IFR;  
(2) at which VMC conditions exist; and  
(3) from where the flight can be safely continued under VFR without having to follow 

instrument arrival or approach procedures.” 

2.3 Requirements  
2.3.1 In common with the other Instrument Ratings (IRs), the requirements specify that to qualify for 

the EIR an applicant shall complete a course of theoretical knowledge instruction, a course of 
flying training and pass theoretical knowledge examinations and a skill test. FCL.825(h) allows 
some credit to be given against the flying training course requirement, where the applicant has 
previously received instrument flight instruction in aeroplanes completed outside of an 
Approved Training Organisation (ATO). However, in all cases, there is a minimum amount of 
training that must be completed as an approved EIR course at an ATO. There are also credit 
arrangements for pilots who hold valid (current) aeroplane Instrument Ratings on third country 
licences.  

2.4 Validity  
2.4.1  Once obtained the EIR has a validity of one year. Revalidation is by proficiency check, or by 

completing six hours of flying as Pilot-In-Command (PIC) under IFR and completing the 
specified training flight with an instructor. However, each alternate annual revalidation must be 
by passing the proficiency check with an examiner. To renew the EIR (following expiry) the 
licence holder must complete refresher training with an instructor who is qualified to provide 
training for the IR(A) or EIR and pass a proficiency check with an examiner. 
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