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Civil Aviation Authority 

INFORMATION NOTICE 

Number: IN–2016/024 
 

 
Issued: 3 March 2016 

 
CAA Information Bulletin on EASA Developments – 

26 January to 3 March 2016 
 
This Information Notice contains information that is for guidance and/or awareness. 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Information Notice is copied to all members of their staff who 
may have an interest in the information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance 
organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

Applicability: 

Aerodromes: Not primarily affected 
Air Traffic: All ATC, FIS and ANSPs 
Airspace: All NATMAC Members 
Airworthiness: All Airworthiness Organisations 
Flight Operations: All AOC Holders and General Aviation Pilots 
Licensed/Unlicensed 
Personnel: 

All Training Organisations, All Pilots and Maintenance Engineers 

 

1 Introduction 
1.1 This Information Notice provides highlights of EASA developments and CAA activities 

covering the period 26 January 2016 to 3 March 2016. 

2 EASA Committee 
2.1 The EASA Committee met on 17-18 February 2016. The agenda covered the following 

substantive items: 

i) Update on on-going Commission adoption procedures – Information by the Commission 

- Regulation 1178/2011 Flight Crew Licensing, amendment delaying the 
implementation of the provisions for third country pilots licences. The 
Commission advised that the amendment is moving through the Council and 
Parliament co-decision process and should be in place by 8 April 2016. The change 
is intended to allow additional time to conclude a change to the EU-US bilateral 
aviation safety agreement to include new arrangements for Flight Crew Licensing.  
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ii) Draft Commission Regulation amending Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 as 
regards operational approval of performance-based navigation, certification and oversight 
of data services providers and helicopter offshore operations, and correcting that 
Regulation – Discussion and possible vote 

- Following changes made to entry into force provisions to address Member States’ 
concerns arising from the last EASA Committee meeting, Member States voted on 
the revised proposal. A positive vote was made with only one State voting against the 
proposal.   

iii) Draft Commission Regulation amending Commission Regulation (EU) No. 1321/2014 as 
regards the introduction of B2L and L Part-66 licences, the modification of the 
acceptance procedure of components from external suppliers and the modification of the 
Part-147 organisation privileges - Discussion and possible vote,  

- The Member States present voted unanimously for the proposal. 

iv) Draft Commission Regulation amending Commission Regulation (EU) No. 452/2014 as 
regards the technical requirements and administrative procedures relating to air 
operations of Third Country Operators - Discussion and possible vote 

- The Member States present voted unanimously for the proposal. 

v) EASA Opinion No. 01/2016 on revision of the European operational rules for balloons – 
Orientation discussion 

- The Commission briefed Member States on their proposals for a specific regulation 
addressing the Balloon Operations. The Members States considered the proposals to 
be an appropriate and proportionate response for the ballooning Community.  

vi) EASA Opinion No. 06/2015 on commercial air transport aeroplane operations at night or 
in IMC using single-engine turbine aeroplanes (CAT SET/IMC) – Orientation discussion 

- The Commission briefed the Member States on their proposals. The response was 
broadly positive with some States asking for some more detailed information before 
committing to all aspects of the proposal.   

vii) Drones: EASA technical opinion of 18 December 2015 on the introduction of a regulatory 
framework for the operation of unmanned aircraft and further steps – Discussion 

- EASA presented their proposed framework for the operation of drones within the 
Community. The presentation was based on the content of A-NPA-2015-10 and the 
comments received through the A-NPA consultation process. The Member States 
welcomed the proposals and looked forward to the Commission synchronising the 
development of this proposal with the changes being proposed to the EASA Basic 
Regulation. This would enable the establishment of a harmonised European 
regulatory framework to be brought into effect shortly after the Basic Regulation is 
amended.    

viii) EU-ICAO Synchronisation: update – Information by the Commission 

- EASA and the Commission are keen to ensure that Member States’ responses to 
ICAO State letters are well coordinated. They explained how they intend to improve 
their communication protocols to ensure that there is sufficient time for a common 
European position to be agreed before Member States respond to State Letters. 
EASA also briefed on their recent updates to the ICAO Annex compliance checklists 
produced by the Agency for most annexes, which are intended to help Member 
States compile their detailed compliance submissions to ICAO.  
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