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Civil Aviation Authority 

INFORMATION NOTICE 

Number: IN–2016/071 
 

 
Issued: 9 August 2016 

 
CAA Information Bulletin on EASA Developments – 

4 March to 8 August 2016 
 
This Information Notice contains information that is for guidance and/or awareness. 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Information Notice is copied to all members of their staff who 
may have an interest in the information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance 
organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

Applicability: 

Aerodromes: All Aerodrome Licence Holders 
Air Traffic: All ATC, FIS and ANSPs 
Airspace: All NATMAC Members 
Airworthiness: All Airworthiness Organisations 
Flight Operations: All AOC Holders and General Aviation Pilots 
Licensed/Unlicensed 
Personnel: 

All Training Organisations, All Pilots and Maintenance Engineers 

 

1 Introduction 
1.1 This Information Notice (IN) provides highlights of EASA developments and CAA activities 

covering the period 4 March 2016 to 8 August 2016. 

2 EASA Management Board 
2.1 The EASA Management Board met on 7 June 2016. The agenda included the following 

substantive items: 

 Stakeholder Advisory Body (SAB) - EASA outlined their plans to consolidate the industry 
bodies – the EASA Advisory Board and Safety Standards Consultative Committee – into one 
Stakeholders Advisory Body (SAB) which means membership falls from 68 to 36. Industry 
members will continue to be involved in various sub-committees of the new SAB, the 
membership of which was endorsed by the Management Board. EASA intends to involve 
industry more at several stages in the rulemaking process including in the newly created 
Collaborative Analysis Groups, with the goal being more open and increased collaboration. 

 Operational Directives - EASA has been experimenting with the use of Operational 
Directives for manual flying and the Germanwings recommendations. There is more work to 
be done to clarify the legal basis (via the ongoing EASA Basic Regulation discussions) and 
the terminology and use of these Directives. 
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 Drones - EASA gave a very brief update on their two complimentary task forces and the 
development of prototype rules. Clearly appropriate and proportionate regulation of drones is 
a priority for EASA. 

 Overregulation - EASA presented their work so far on the examples Member States gave 
them a few months back on overregulation. EASA received 48 comments from 8 Member 
States (including the UK). They grouped these comments into several issues: 

• Better regulation 
• Performance based approach in rulemaking 
• Effectiveness of oversight system – sharing resources and inspector qualifications 
• GA overregulation 
• Too many regulations, too fast 
• Effective horizontal regulations 
• Overregulation in specific cases 
 
Possible future actions included: 

• New rulemaking process with strengthened impact assessment in place 
• European Plan for Aviation Safety more integrated with the rulemaking process 
• Assess every possibility to use a performance based approach 
• Ex-post evaluation of the rules, using impact assessments while the rule is being 

implemented (starting with the horizontal rules on OR and AR requirements) 
• GA roadmap ongoing implementation 
• Issues raised on specific regulations e.g. MEL, HEMS, rescue and firefighting – wherever 

possible, add to ongoing rulemaking activity 
 

 Conflict zones - EASA updated on initiatives taken so far which include ICAO task force, 
ICAO repository of NOTAMs, NOTAMs and AICs issued by States, EASA Safety Information 
Bulletins, Commission (DG-HOME) working group and the Dutch Safety Board report on 
MH17. 

Toxic Air Quality - Netherlands asked for an update from EASA, who confirmed that the 
various European initiatives are being coordinated by EASA and that there is a joined up 
approach. 

EASA Basic Regulation - During their Presidency, the Dutch have done a good job at getting 
agreement on large sections of the text. The Slovakian Presidency will focus on drones, 
cooperative oversight and the section on EASA governance. The Basic Regulation is 
expected to be adopted in 2017 but it is not clear whether it will be at the start or end of the 
year.  

EASA safety conference - Will be held in Bratislava on 25-26 October 2016, focussing on 
new technologies, new business models and the challenges to safety. 

Flight Standards Director - Ricardo Genova will be leaving EASA by the end of 2016 and a 
new Flight Standards Director will be recruited. 

EASA building move - EASA has now moved to a new building on the opposite side of the 
river in Cologne. Please see EASA website for further information. 
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3 EASA Committee 
3.1 The EASA Committee met on 29-30 June 2016. The agenda covered the following items on 

the first day: 

i) Update on on-going Commission adoption procedures – Information by the Commission 

- Commission Regulation (EU) No. 2016/539 amending Commission Regulation 
(EU) No. 1178/2011 as regards pilot training, and periodic checking for Performance 
Based Navigation was adopted on 6 April 2016 and became applicable on 
8 April 2016. 

- Commission Regulation (EU) No. 2015/1536 amending Commission Regulation 
(EU) No. 1321/2014 as regards alignment of rules for continuing airworthiness with 
Regulation (EC) No. 216/2008, critical maintenance tasks and aircraft continuing 
airworthiness monitoring was adopted on 16 September 2015 and becomes 
applicable on 25 August 2016. 

- Commission Regulation (EU) No. 2016/583 amending Commission Regulation 
(EU) No. 1332/2011 laying down common airspace usage requirements and 
operating procedures for airborne collision avoidance was adopted on 15 April and 
becomes applicable on 25 August 2016. 

- Commission Regulation (EU) No. 2016/1158 amending Commission Regulation 
(EU) No. 452/2014 laying down technical requirements and administrative 
procedures related to air operations of third country operators was adopted on 
15 July and entered into force 20 days later.  

- Commission Regulation (EU) No. 2016/1199 amending Commission Regulation 
(EU) No. 965/2012 on air operations as regards operational approval of Performance 
Based Navigation (PBN), certification and oversight of data services (DAT) providers 
and helicopter offshore operations, was adopted on 23 July and becomes applicable 
on 25 August 2016. 

ii) Draft Commission Regulation amending Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 as 
regards the operational approval of single engine turbine aeroplane operations and 
approval of Dangerous Goods Training Programmes – Discussion and possible vote 

- Following a positive discussion at the last EASA Committee meeting, various 
amendments to the proposed text addressing Commercial Air Transport using Single 
Engine Turbine aircraft operations at night and in IMC conditions were proposed and 
agreed.  

A derogation to enable complex motor powered aircraft (CMPA) to be ferried for 
certain purposes was proposed. This will avoid the need for an operator to make a 
declaration of compliance with Part-NCC before a one–off ferry flight in a CMPA, after 
25 August 2016. The derogation is needed to enable a new rulemaking task to be 
undertaken to address this issue. In the meantime, national regulations will continue 
to apply.  

Revised text was also proposed to adopt a more proportionate and risk-based 
approach to the approval requirements for dangerous goods training programmes for 
commercial operators. 

The combined proposals received a positive vote on the second day of the 
Committee. 

In States where SET IMC OPS has been permitted by derogation to regulation 
(EU) No. 965/2012 there will be a six month transition period, following adoption, for 
extant operators to come into full compliance with new regulation. 
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