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Civil Aviation Authority 

INFORMATION NOTICE 

Number: IN–2017/004 
 

 
Issued: 20 January 2017 

 
CAA Information Bulletin on EASA Developments – 

17 November 2016 – 20 January 2017 
 
This Information Notice contains information that is for guidance and/or awareness. 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Information Notice is copied to all members of their staff who 
may have an interest in the information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance 
organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

Applicability: 

Aerodromes: All Aerodrome Licence Holders 
Air Traffic: All ATC, FIS and ANSPs 
Airspace: All NATMAC Members 
Airworthiness: All Airworthiness Organisations 
Flight Operations: All AOC Holders and General Aviation Pilots 
Licensed/Unlicensed 
Personnel: 

All Training Organisations, All Pilots and Maintenance Engineers 

 

1 Introduction 
1.1 This Information Notice provides highlights of EASA developments and CAA activities 

covering the period 17 November 2016 to 20 January 2017. 

2 EASA Management Board 
2.1 The EASA Management Board met on 12-13 December. There was a closed session on the 

first day to vote in the new Flight Standards Director, elect the Management Board Vice-Chair 
and reclassify the Executive Director. 

o Jesper Rasmussen from Denmark was selected to be the new Flight Standards Director. 

o Robert Juijser from The Netherlands was elected as the new Management Board Vice-
Chair. 

o The Management Board endorsed the reclassification of the post of the Executive 
Director. 

2.2 The agenda also included the following items on the first day: 

i) Report of the Executive Director 

 Patrick Ky gave a presentation highlighting key activities from 2016. These included:  

o Certification – of note are two new significant and large projects on Chinese COMAC 
C919 and Russian MC-21. A new experience for EASA working with the Chinese NAA 
and differences such as more military activity using civil aircraft. On major certificates 
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issued during the year – of note were Bombardier C Series and Rolls Royce Trent 1000.  
On Turkish work on Tai Hurkus trainer aircraft EASA did the certification shadowed by 
Turkey.  

o Continuous Airworthiness activities – extensive work undertaken following the super puma 
crash and also the Trent 1000 engine. A SIB issued by EASA on Samson Galaxy Note.  

o International Cooperation – EU-China support on the BASA and EASA has developed a 
technical roadmap. Also organised on–site visits to some MS including UK and EASA - 
thanked those states involved. Meetings held with key international organisations to work 
towards developing level of trust on certification activities. Korea – declaration of intent on 
GNSS.  

o Data4Safety (Big Data) work has started with Founding Members.  

o Research – Europe/EASA deficit with research particularly in comparison to FAA. EASA 
has discussed with Commission and MS and there is willingness to share programmes 
where work can be done together. Supporting DG MOVE (Directorate-General for 
Mobility and Transport) on tenders. Working with a number of member states on 
research matters including UK.  

o Conflict Zones – EASA has a network of focal points. EASA Issued a conflict zones 
bulletin (on Kenya). Need to look at the process and how it can work better. Support still 
needed from MS.  

o Standardisation – gave an update on standardisation reports. A change is that as soon as 
a supplementary report is issued then infringement procedures will be launched.  

o Cross domain assessment of Authority Requirements – issues identified were quite 
common, particularly availability of resources. Need to use a risk based approach to focus 
work on where there will be the biggest impact and to work across domains. Need to look 
at outcome and risk rather than just compliance.  

o FTL - rules applied from February 16 – no indication of major disruptions. Individual Flight 
Time Specifications Schemes – 4 assessed favourably out of 10.  

o International projects – mainly projects supported by the EU. There would be a significant 
number of projects over the next 4 years. Some activities outsourced to some MS and 
also in some cases to industry.  

o Human Resources and Efficiency Measures – meeting all financial targets, have a big 
efficiency programme and this is making savings. Will have 100% of posts filled by year 
end. Have a junior recruitment programme – had 800 applicants and the whole process 
was done on line and 22 posts have been offered.  

o SAFA – each state was given its own performance separately. (See also agenda item IV) 
which covers this item in more detail.  

ii) Update on EASA Basic Regulation 

 Commission update on Aviation Strategy: The Commission reported that an excellent job 
had been done by The Netherlands and Slovakia in taking the Commission’s proposal 
forward through the Transport Council (which includes all the EU Member States).  On 1 
December, the Transport Council agreed a ‘General Approach’ – a revised text with 
around 350 changes, which the Slovakian Presidency explained was super fast. They 
gave some statistics on the number of meetings and documents that had to be examined 
by experts.  

 Simultaneously the European Parliament TRAN (Transport and Tourism) Committee had 
been working on the Commission’s proposal and over 1,100 amendments were put 
forward by MEPs. The Parliament’s TRAN Committee agreed their version in late 
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November. Their text has considerably more amendments than the Council’s and there 
are significant differences in the content  

 The next step in this process is for the Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament to enter into ‘Trilogues’. These are meetings where they will work on and 
come up with a compromise text. It is anticipated that the first Trilogue meeting will take 
place in February. There are likely to be around five or six Trilogues, depending on how 
the negotiations progress. The Maltese Presidency (started on 1 January) aim to have 
concluded the negotiations by July when their Presidency ends.   

iii) Update on RPAS/Drones  

EASA gave a summary of all recent work on RPAS/Drones. The prototype regulation was 
published on 22 August and shows how to regulate with the operation centric approach. 
There are two complimentary task force reports on ‘geo-limitation of small UAS’ and 
‘collision between unmanned aircraft and manned aircraft’. There were two 
communications workshops with Member States and stakeholders. Interest was 
expressed in setting up an expert group; this group of 26 people would identify topics to 
be discussed and priorities. New text for article 15 (model clubs) was developed. There is 
full coordination with the Commission. On international activities the ICAO RPAS Panel is 
making good progress. There were significant achievements in 2016 and EASA are 
committed to developing regulations in cooperation with all. 
 

iv) SAFA Risk Based Approach and TCO update 

SAFA presentation: The current system has been in place since 2011 and is historically 
based on a points orientated system. EASA proposes to move from the current 
quantitative process to a qualitative process with safety performance as the backdrop.  
Challenges to the current process are sovereignty, availability and effective use of 
resource with smaller states stating that they cannot meet the quota. There is a need to 
target inspections that add safety value as opposed to achieving an allocated quota. The 
proposal is to move to a performance based approach. There is ‘over’ inspection of some 
airlines which are ‘safe’ and under inspection of some suspected or new operators. The 
new model needs to address this. The Management Board meeting in June urged EASA 
to adopt a more risk based approach. A Working Group (including the UK) on system-
wide coordination is working on the development of this new risk based model. Smaller 
states want to do less. Larger states do not want to do less and states don’t want to be 
restricted in terms of numbers. The next steps are to further develop the model and 
present it to the Management Board followed by a rulemaking task. The new system will 
not be in place before 2019, a new SAFA database will be needed. 

TCO presentation: EASA explained their progress to implement the Third Country 
Operators authorisations which had a target date of end of November and this has been 
met. This has been a considerable piece of work. Work continues with a risk based 
approach which looks at ‘level of confidence in the State or the Operator’. A Commission 
review of the Air Safety Regulation (banned list) and its relationship with TCO has just 
started. 

2.3 The following agenda items were covered on the second day: 

v) NAA Inspector Competencies 

An EASA working group (with CAA representation and CAA secondee on PBR involved) 
produced in two meetings an Inspector Competencies Framework which considers future 
demands on NAA inspectors. This is aimed at helping NAAs who currently do not have 
any Inspector competency frameworks. The competencies are high level (and not tiered). 
The paper’s recommendations proposed that NAAs consider the proposed framework as 
a common reference and that the framework should be adapted to the organisational set 
up of each Authority and that the competencies can be used to either compliment any 
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