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Civil Aviation Authority 

INFORMATION NOTICE 

Number: IN–2017/010 
 

 
Issued: 22 March 2017 

 
CAA Information Bulletin on EASA Developments – 

21 January to 22 March 2017 
 
This Information Notice contains information that is for guidance and/or awareness. 
Recipients are asked to ensure that this Information Notice is copied to all members of their staff who 
may have an interest in the information (including any ‘in-house’ or contracted maintenance 
organisations and relevant outside contractors). 

Applicability: 

Aerodromes: All Aerodrome Licence Holders 

Air Traffic: All ATC, FIS and ANSPs 
Airspace: All NATMAC Members 
Airworthiness: All Airworthiness Organisations 
Flight Operations: All AOC Holders and General Aviation Pilots 
Licensed/Unlicensed 
Personnel: 

All Training Organisations, All Pilots and Maintenance Engineers 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  This is the final EASA Bulletin to be published as an Information Notice.  
Readers will be kept informed on topics discussed at future EASA Management Board and 
EASA Committee meetings and other EASA highlights that are relevant to them through the 
CAA’s new SkyWise system. Readers are urged to subscribe to the new SkyWise system if 
they have not already done so. 

 

1 Introduction 
1.1 This Information Notice provides highlights of EASA developments and CAA activities 

covering the period 21 January to 22 March 2017. 

2 EASA Committee 
2.1 The EASA Committee met on 15-16 February. The agenda covered the following items on the 

first day: 

i) Update on on-going Commission adoption procedures – Information by the Commission. 

The Commission provided the usual update on progress towards the publication of 
revised regulations that are subject to a vote by the EASA Committee.  

Following the meeting Commission Regulation (EU) No. 2017/363 was published 
amending the EASA OPS Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012. The new regulation when it 
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comes into force on 22 March 2017 will allow Commercial Air Transport Operation of 
single-engine turbine powered aeroplanes at night and in IMC. 

ii) Draft Commission Regulation as regards the revision of EU operations rules for balloons 
and amending Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 – Discussion 

The Committee discussed the proposals and was broadly supportive of their contents. 
Several Member States would have preferred to see the revised regulations being set out 
in a separate regulation specifically for Balloons and Sailplanes. It is expected that the 
proposals will be put to the vote in the June Committee meeting.   

iii) Opt-out extensions to balloons and sailplanes provision in Part-FCL in the context of the 
foreseen timelines for the new balloon and sailplane regulations – Discussion 

 EASA proposed that the opt-out is extended until September 2020 to allow sufficient time 
for the new OPS and FCL rules to be implemented. There was broad support for the 
proposal. The UK suggested that it may be better to move the final compliance date until 
spring 2021 to allow transition to be completed in the winter months, when there is 
significantly less flying taking place. The Commission agreed to review the proposal.   

iv) Draft Commission Regulation amending Regulation (EU) No. 640/2015 as regards 
additional airworthiness specifications for a given type of operations – Discussion with a 
view to launch a written procedure after the meeting. 

- EASA Opinion 02/2016 – Seat crashworthiness improvement on large 
aeroplanes / Dynamic testing 16 g. 

- EASA Opinion 04/2016 – Additional airworthiness specifications for operations: 
thermal/acoustic insulation materials 

- EASA Opinion 08/2016 – Halon: Update of Part-26 to comply with ICAO 
standards 

- EASA Opinion 12/2016 – Ageing aircraft structures 

The proposals were discussed by the Committee. The proposals were supported by the 
Member States. A vote to adopt the text by written procedure is expected to take place 
before the next Committee meeting in June. 

v) Draft Commission Regulation based on EASA Opinion 11/2016 amending Commission 
Regulation (EU) No. 1178/2011 as regards training outside approved training 
organisations, new Annex VIII Part-DTO – Discussion with a view to launch a written 
procedure after the meeting. 

The proposals were discussed by the Committee. The proposals were supported by the 
Member States. The Commission plans to finalise the text for adoption either by written 
procedure in the next few weeks or by a vote at the next Committee meeting in June. 

vi) Draft Commission Regulation based on EASA Opinion 16/2016 amending Commission 
Regulation (EU) No. 1178/2011 on making the multi-crew pilot licence take-off and 
landing requirement more competency-based – Discussion with a view to launch a 
written procedure after the meeting. 

The proposals were discussed by the Committee. The proposals received strong support 
from the Member States. A vote to adopt the text by written procedure is expected to take 
place before the next Committee meeting in June. 
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vii) Draft Commission Regulation based on EASA Opinion XX/2017 amending Commission 
Regulation (EU) No 1178/2011 to adapt it to the latest ICAO provisions on automatic 
validation of flight crew licences – Discussion with a view to launch a written procedure 
after the meeting. 

The proposals were discussed by the Committee. The proposals received strong support 
from the Member States. A vote to adopt the text by written procedure is expected to take 
place before the next Committee meeting in June. 
 

viii) Implementation of Regulation (EU) No. 2016/539 in relation to PBN (Performance Based 
Navigation) to be applied before 25 August 2018. 

 France presented a paper explaining that they had identified some legal difficulties 
making an endorsement on pilots’ licenses confirming PBN privileges before the revised 
regulation comes into force. They proposed a small change to the regulation that would 
enable this endorsement to be made in readiness for the date when it would be required. 
The Committee supported the clarification. The Commission will prepare the draft 
amendment for adoption by written procedure before the June Committee meeting. 
 

2.2 The following agenda items were covered on the second day: 

ix) Draft Commission Regulation based on EASA Opinion 03/2016 amending Commission 
Regulation (EU) No. 139/2014 as regards the classification of runways – Discussion with 
possible vote. 

 The Commission presented their proposals. Several Members States considered that the 
proposals for runway classification should be tied in with forthcoming changes to the 
OPS regulations to ensure that the changes are implemented in a coordinated way 
across all affected regulations. The Commission agreed to consider if this was necessary 
and decide if the proposals should be adopted by written procedure in the next few 
weeks.  

 
x) EASA Opinion 14/2016 amending Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012 as regards 

Aircrew medical fitness implementing the recommendations made by the EASA-led 
Germanwings Task Force on the accident of the Germanwings Flight 9525 – Orientation 
discussion. 

 The proposals derived from the task force recommendation were discussed. There was 
strong support for the introduction of peer support programmes and for random drug and 
alcohol testing by operators. The proposal for random testing during ramp inspections 
was viewed by some states (including the UK) as likely to cause difficulties if 
implemented . This issue will be discussed further in a special meeting of experts from 
the Member States on 29 March 2017.     

xi) EASA Opinion 15/2016 amending Commission Regulation (EU) No. 965/2012, as 
regards equipping with a terrain awareness warning system newly manufactured turbine-
powered aeroplanes of less than 5,700 kg maximum certified take-off mass able to carry 
six to nine passengers – Orientation discussion. 

There was broad support for aligning the European regulations with those already in 
force in the USA. 
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