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TRANSPORT ACT 2000 
 

CHARGES FOR AIR SERVICES 
 

SPECIFICATION BY THE CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

 
THE CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY (NAVIGATION SERVICES CHARGES) SPECIFICATION 2018 

 
TAKING EFFECT ON 1st JANUARY 2018 

 
The Civil Aviation Authority (“CAA”), in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 73, 74 and 75 of the 
Transport Act 2000 (a), hereby makes the following Specification: 
 
Citation and commencement 
 
1.  This Specification may be cited as the Civil Aviation Authority (Navigation Services Charges) 

Specification 2018 and shall take effect on 1st January 2018. 
 
Revocation 
 
2.  The Civil Aviation Authority (Navigation Services Charges) Specification 2017, which took effect on 1st 

January 2017, is revoked. 
 
Interpretation 
 
3. (1) In this Specification – 
 

“NERL” means NATS (En Route) plc, a company incorporated in England and Wales with number 
4129273 whose registered office is at 4000 Parkway, Whiteley, Fareham, Hants PO15 7FL; 
 
“United Kingdom Air Pilot” means the document so entitled in force at the date of making this 
Specification and published under the authority of the CAA; 
 
(2) Unless otherwise defined in this Specification and unless the context otherwise requires, 
expressions used in this Specification shall have the same respective meanings as in the Transport 
Act 2000 and the Air Navigation Order 2016 (b). 
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Charges for London Approach services 
 
4. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Specification, the operator of every aircraft for which chargeable 

air services are provided by NERL in connection with an approach to any of London-Heathrow, 
London-Gatwick, London-Stansted, London-City and London-Luton aerodromes (whether or not the 
services are actually used or could be used with the equipment installed in the aircraft), shall pay to 
NERL a charge calculated according to the following formula: 

r = TSU x U 
where r is the charge for the flight,  
TSU is the terminal service unit relating to that flight, and  
U is the unit rate of £13.25. 

 
(2) For the purposes of paragraph 4(1) the terminal service unit relating to a flight shall be equal to the 

weight factor for the aircraft concerned.  The weight factor, expressed as a figure taken to two decimal 
places, shall be the quotient, obtained by dividing by fifty the number of metric tons in the highest 
maximum certified take-off weight of the aircraft, to the power of 0.7.  

 
(3)  For the purposes of paragraph 4(2) the highest maximum certified take-off weight of the aircraft is the 

number of metric tons in the maximum certificated take-off weight of the aircraft as shown in the 
certificate of airworthiness or any equivalent official document provided by the aircraft operator. Where 
this weight is unknown, the weight of the heaviest aircraft of the same type known to exist shall be 
used. Where an aircraft has multiple certificated maximum take-off weights, the maximum one shall be 
used. Where an aircraft operator operates two or more aircraft which are different versions of the 
same type, the average of the maximum take-off weights of all his aircraft of that type shall be used for 
each aircraft of that type.  

 
Charges for services provided in the Shanwick Oceanic Control Area 
 
5.  Subject to the provisions of this Specification, the operator of every aircraft (whether or not registered 

in the United Kingdom) which flies within the Shanwick Oceanic Control Area, as described in the 
United Kingdom Air Pilot on the date this Specification takes effect, and in respect of which a flight 
plan is communicated to the appropriate air traffic control unit in relation to its flight in that Area shall 
pay to NERL, for the chargeable air services made available by it in relation to that flight, a charge of 
£57.77. 

 
Charges for services provided for North Sea helicopters 
 
6.  (1)  Subject to the provisions of this Specification, the operator of every helicopter (whether or not 

registered in the United Kingdom) which flies within the area specified in sub-paragraph (2) of this 
paragraph while on a flight from any place in the United Kingdom to a vessel or an off-shore 
installation within the said area shall pay to NERL, for the chargeable air services made available by it 
in relation to that flight, a charge of £339.00. 

 
(2)  The area referred to in sub-paragraph (1) of this paragraph is the area bounded by straight lines 

joining successively the following points – 
 

6300N 00500W; 632833N 000000EW; thence south along the UK Median Line to 5500N 00302E; 
5500N 00100W; 5600N 00230W; 5740N 00230W; 5740N 00400W; 5830N 00400W; 5830N 00500W; 
6300N 00500W. 
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