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UL Standard for Safety for Amateur Movie Lights, UL 1230

Fifth Edition, Dated January 31, 2000

Summary of Topics

These revisions to UL 1230 are being issued to address universal upkeep of UL Standards for
Safety. These revisions are considered to be non-substantive and not subject to UL’s STP
process.

Text that has been changed in any manner or impacted by UL’s electronic publishing system is marked
with a vertical line in the margin. Changes in requirements are marked with a vertical line in the margin
and are followed by an effective date note indicating the date of publication or the date on which the
changed requirement becomes effective.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical photocopying, recording, or otherwise
without prior permission of UL.

UL provides this Standard ″as is″ without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, including but
not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for any purpose.

In no event will UL be liable for any special, incidental, consequential, indirect or similar damages,
including loss of profits, lost savings, loss of data, or any other damages arising out of the use of or the
inability to use this Standard, even if UL or an authorized UL representative has been advised of the
possibility of such damage. In no event shall UL’s liability for any damage ever exceed the price paid for
this Standard, regardless of the form of the claim.

Users of the electronic versions of UL’s Standards for Safety agree to defend, indemnify, and hold UL
harmless from and against any loss, expense, liability, damage, claim, or judgment (including reasonable
attorney’s fees) resulting from any error or deviation introduced while purchaser is storing an electronic
Standard on the purchaser’s computer system.

The requirements in this Standard are now in effect, except for those paragraphs, sections, tables, figures,
and/or other elements of the Standard having future effective dates as indicated in the note following the
affected item. The prior text for requirements that have been revised and that have a future effective date
are located after the Standard, and are preceded by a ″SUPERSEDED REQUIREMENTS″ notice.
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INTRODUCTION

1 Scope

1.1 These requirements cover amateur movie and video lights intended to be hand held or attached to a
camera. These lights may be cord connected, rated at a nominal 120 V for use with premises wiring
systems in accordance with the National Electrical Code, ANSI/NFPA 70, or may be powered by low
voltage built-in or separate battery supplies.

1.2 These requirements do not cover movie or video lights intended for professional or commercial use.

1.3 Deleted October 11, 2004

2 General

2.1 Components

2.1.1 Except as indicated in 2.1.2, a component of a product covered by this standard shall comply with
the requirements for that component. See Appendix A for a list of standards covering components
generally used in the products covered by this standard.

2.1.2 A component is not required to comply with a specific requirement that:

a) Involves a feature or characteristic not required in the application of the component in the
product covered by this standard, or

b) Is superseded by a requirement in this standard.

2.1.3 A component shall be used in accordance with its rating established for the intended conditions of
use.

2.1.4 Specific components are incomplete in construction features or restricted in performance
capabilities. Such components are intended for use only under limited conditions, such as certain
temperatures not exceeding specified limits, and shall be used only under those specific conditions.
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2.2 Units of measurement

2.2.1 Values stated without parentheses are the requirement. Values in parentheses are explanatory or
approximate information.

2.3 Undated references

2.3.1 Any undated reference to a code or standard appearing in the requirements of this standard shall
be interpreted as referring to the latest edition of that code or standard.

3 Glossary

3.1 AMATEUR MOVIE LIGHT – An assembly consisting of a light source (lamp) and enclosure
intended to provide total or fill-in illumination for amateur motion picture or video photography.

3.2 BOUNCE LIGHTING – Provision on a movie light for directing the light beam away from the
horizontal while the unit is mounted and used on a horizontally held support (camera).

3.3 EXTERNAL – The outside surface of the enclosure or the plane drawn across the open face of a
reflector, but excluding guards and minor projections such as lamp bulb tips, handles, and control
knobs.

3.4 NET TOTAL HEAT FLUX DENSITY – The power transferred to a unit area of a surface at room
temperature due to both radiation and convection effects.

CONSTRUCTION

4 Frame and Enclosure

4.1 Amateur movie lights shall be so formed and assembled that they will have the strength and rigidity
necessary to resist the abuses to which they are likely to be subjected, without increasing the risk of fire,
electric shock, or injury to persons due to total or partial collapse with resulting reduction of spacings,
loosening or displacement or parts, or other serious defects.

4.2 Among the factors which are taken into consideration when determining the acceptability of a
nonmetallic enclosure or an enclosure of magnesium are

a) The mechanical strength,

b) Resistance to impact,

c) Moisture-absorptive properties,

d) Combustibility, and

e) Resistance to distortion at temperatures to which the material may be subjected under
conditions of intended or abnormal usage.
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4.3 Electrical components shall be so located or enclosed as to provide protection against inadvertent
contact with uninsulated live parts.

4.4 An opening anywhere in the enclosure of an amateur movie light is acceptable if a probe, as
illustrated in Figure 4.1, when inserted point first as far as possible into the opening does not touch any
uninsulated live part or coated-magnet wire.
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