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UL Standard for Safety for Installation and Classification of Residential Burglar Alarm Systems, UL 1641
Fourth Edition, Dated February 19, 1999
Summary of Topics

Revision pages are being issued to reflect the recent reaffirmation of UL 1641 as an American
National Standard.

Text that has been changed in any manner or impacted by UL’s electronic publishing system is marked
with a vertical line in the margin. Changes in requirements are marked with a vertical line in the margin
and are followed by an effective date note indicating the date of publication or the date on which the
changed requirement becomes effective.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical photocopying, recording, or otherwise
without prior permission of UL.

UL provides this Standard "as is" without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, including but
not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for any purpose.

In no event will UL be liable for any special, incidental, consequential, indirect or similar damages,
including loss of profits, lost savings, loss of data, or any other damages arising out of the use of or the
inability to use this Standard, even if UL or an authorized UL representative has been advised of the
possibility of such damage. In no event shall UL’s liability for any damage ever exceed the price paid for
this Standard, regardless of the form of the claim.

Users of the electronic versions of UL’s Standards for Safety agree to defend, indemnify, and hold UL
harmless from and against any loss, expense, liability, damage, claim, or judgment (including reasonable
attorney’s fees) resulting from any error or deviation introduced while purchaser is storing an electronic
Standard on the purchaser’'s computer system.

The requirements in this Standard are now in effect, except for those paragraphs, sections, tables, figures,
and/or other elements of the Standard having future effective dates as indicated in the note following the
affected item. The prior text for requirements that have been revised and that have a future effective date
are located after the Standard, and are preceded by a "SUPERSEDED REQUIREMENTS" notice.
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FEBRUARY 19, 1999
(Title Page Reprinted: June 3, 2010)

1 ANSI/UL 1641-2005 (R2010)

UL 1641

Standard for Installation and Classification of Residential Burglar Alarm
Systems

First Edition — April, 1983
Second Edition — April, 1989
Third Edition — September, 1994

Fourth Edition
February 19, 1999

This ANSI/UL Standard for Safety consists of the Fourth Edition including
revisions through June 3, 2010.

The most recent designation of ANSI/UL 1641 as a Reaffirmed American National
Standard (ANS) occurred on June 3, 2010. ANSI approval for a standard does
not include the Cover Page, Transmittal Pages, Title Page, or effective date
information. Any other portions of this ANSI/UL standard that were not processed
in accordance with ANSI/UL requirements are noted at the beginning of the
impacted sections.

Comments or proposals for revisions on any part of the Standard may be
submitted to UL at any time. Proposals should be submitted via a Proposal
Request in UL's On-Line Collaborative Standards Development System (CSDS)
at http://csds.ul.com.

UL'’s Standards for Safety are copyrighted by UL. Neither a printed nor electronic
copy of a Standard should be altered in any way. All of UL's Standards and all
copyrights, ownerships, and rights regarding those Standards shall remain the
sole and exclusive property of UL.

COPYRIGHT © 2010 UNDERWRITERS LABORATORIES INC.
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INTRODUCTION
1 Scope

1.1 These requirements apply to the installation of alarm protection products and devices connected to
form a residential burglar alarm system.

1.2 These requirements include the criteria for classifying the extent of alarm protection at an individual
residence as either basic protection or expanded protection.

1.3 A residential burglar alarm system may or may not have a remote connection to a central station,
proprietary station, residential monitoring station, or police station. If there is a remote connection, the
signal receiving location shall comply with the requirements in the following standards, as applicable:

a) The Standard for Central-Station Burglar-Alarm Systems, UL 611;

b) The Standard for Central-Station Alarm Services, UL 827;

c) The Standard for Proprietary Burglar Alarm Units and Systems, UL 1076; and

d) The Standard for Police Station Connected Burglar Alarm Units and Systems, UL 365.

1.4 Alarm systems covered by these requirements have a sounding device that may be mounted indoors
or outdoors.

1.5 These systems comply with the requirements for Class 2 remote-control and signal circuits as defined
by Article 725 of the National Electrical Code, ANSI/NFPA 70. Systems using both fire and burglary
protection operate as defined by Article 760 of the National Electrical Code, ANSI/NFPA 70.

1.6 The requirements assume that standard telephone operating practices may be used for leased or
other lines connecting to a police or central station as defined by Article 800 of the National Electrical
Code, ANSI/NFPA 70.

1.7 An alarm service that is new or different from that covered in this standard shall be evaluated using
the appropriate additional service requirements as determined necessary to maintain the acceptable level
of security as originally anticipated by the intent of this standard. A service that conflicts with specific
service provisions in this standard cannot be judged to comply with this standard. Where considered
appropriate, revised service requirements will be proposed and adopted in conformance with the methods
employed for development, revision, and implementation of this standard.
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