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INTRODUCTION

1 Scope

1.1 These requirements cover nonmetallic-sheathed cables containing 2 – 4 thermoplastic-insulated
circuit conductors, with a grounding conductor, in the constructions indicated in Table 1.1. These cables
are intended for use in accordance with Article 334 and other applicable parts of the National Electrical
Code (NEC), ANSI/NFPA 70. Type NMC cable is for use in dry, moist, damp, and corrosive locations, and
Type NM cable is for use in normally dry locations. Both types carry the suffix letter ″-B″ to designate the
use of conductors with 90°C insulation.

1.2 A cable to which the designation ″ST1″ (signifying ″limited smoke″) is applied as a type-letter suffix
complies with the test criteria for smoke release and for cable damage height stated in the Standard for
Vertical-Tray Fire-Propagation and Smoke-Release Test for Electrical and Optical-Fiber Cables, UL 1685.

1.2 effective February 9, 2007

Table 1.1
Cables covered in this standard

Type Construction Number of circuit
conductors

Size of circuit
conductors

NMC flat 2 or 3 14 – 10 AWG copper or
12 – 10 AWG

aluminum or copper-
clad aluminum

NM

flat 2 14 – 2 AWG copper or
12 – 2 AWG aluminum

or copper-clad
aluminum

round 2, 3, or 4 14 – 2 AWG copper or
12 – 2 AWG aluminum

or copper-clad
aluminum

2 Units of Measurement

2.1 In addition to being stated in the inch/pound units that are customary in the USA, each of the
requirements in this standard is also stated in units that make the requirement conveniently usable in
countries employing the various metric systems (practical SI and customary). Equivalent– although not
necessarily exactly identical – results are to be expected from applying a requirement in USA or metric
terms. Equipment calibrated in metric units is to be used when a requirement is applied in metric terms.
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3 References

3.1 Wherever the designation ″UL 1581″ is used in this wire standard, reference is to be made to the
designated part(s) of the Reference Standard for Electrical Wires, Cables, and Flexible Cords, UL 1581.

3.2 Any undated reference to a code or standard appearing in the requirements of this standard shall be
interpreted as referring to the latest edition of that code or standard.

CONSTRUCTION

4 General

4.1 Only materials that are acceptable for the particular use shall be employed in a cable.

4.2 A cable shall be one of the following types and shall comply in all respects with the applicable
requirements for construction details, test performance, and marking.

4.3 Type NMC cable is required to comply with a flame test and to be resistant to moisture, fungi, and
corrosion and also to have some degree of inherent protection against mechanical abuse.

4.4 Type NM cable is required to comply with a flame test, to be resistant to moisture, and to have some
degree of inherent protection against mechanical abuse.

4.5 Each of the materials used for the insulation, spacers, fillers, jacket, and other nonmetallic parts of a
Type NMC cable shall be resistant to fungi, moisture, and corrosion.

4.6 Polypropylene, PVC, and glass are known to be resistant to fungi and hence, are acceptable in this
respect without exposure tests. Tests to determine the degree of resistance to fungi are to be made as
indicated in the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) the Standard for Practice for
Determining Resistance of Synthetic Polymeric Materials to Fungi, ASTM G 21, on materials not known
to have the requisite property. Cotton, paper, jute, hemp, and the like are not acceptable in the
construction of Type NMC cable.

4.7 The requirement in 4.5 that the insulation used in the construction of a Type NMC cable be resistant
to moisture is intended to indicate that the insulation be acceptable for use where it is only occasionally
and temporarily exposed to dampness or wetness. It is not intended that the insulation be for use in wet
locations.
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5 Conductors

5.1 Only soft-annealed copper, copper-clad aluminum, or an acceptable aluminum alloy shall be used for
the conductor or conductors in a cable. Soft-annealed copper shall comply with the Standard Specification
for Soft or Annealed Copper Wire, ASTM B 3. Solid aluminum conductors in size 12 – 8 AWG shall comply
with the requirements for aluminum-wire stock (aluminum-alloy conductor material). All other aluminum
conductors shall comply with Requirements for Aluminum Conductors of an 8000 Series Alloy, Section 10
in UL 1581. Copper-clad aluminum conductors shall comply with Requirements for Copper-Clad
Aluminum Conductors, Section 11 in UL 1581. In a given cable, all conductors shall be of the same metal.

5.2 A copper circuit conductor shall not be smaller than 14 AWG and shall not be larger than 2 AWG. An
aluminum or copper-clad aluminum circuit conductor shall not be smaller than 12 AWG and shall not be
larger than 2 AWG.

5.3 An 8 AWG or larger circuit conductor and a 6 AWG or larger grounding conductor shall be stranded.
Conductors shall comply with the requirements in Clause 4.1 of the Standard for Thermoplastic-Insulated
Wires and Cables, UL 83 except as modified in this Section.

5.4 A joint in a solid conductor or in one of the individual wires of a stranded conductor shall be made in
a workmanlike manner and shall not increase the diameter of the solid conductor, the individual wire
strand, or the overall stranded conductor. A joint shall not be made in a stranded conductor as a whole
but shall be made by separately joining each individual wire. A joint shall be made only before coverings,
if any, are applied to an insulated conductor. The insulation applied to such joints shall be equivalent to
that removed and, if of PVC, shall have insulation-resistance (K = 4000 at 15.6°C or 60.0°F) and
dielectric-withstand characteristics complying with the requirements for the thermoplastic-insulated wire.

6 Insulation

6.1 Both before and after assembly into finished cable, the insulation employed on the circuit conductors
shall comply with (a) or (b):

a) THHN Construction – Jacketed insulation for a Type NM or NMC cable shall have a nylon or
similar jacket and shall comply with the thickness and other applicable requirements for Type
THHN thermoplastic-insulated wire without (see 25.18) any surface marking of ″THHN″, ″-B″, or
any ampacity or temperature rating.

b) TW Construction – Insulation without a nylon jacket shall comply with the thickness
requirements for a Type TW thermoplastic-insulated wire. The insulation material shall comply
with (1) or (2):

1) For TYPE NM or Type NMC Cable – The insulation material shall be a dry-locations
PVC that complies with the requirements for Type THHN insulation without any surface
marking of the ampacity or temperature rating (the surface marking ″-B″ is optional on
the insulation). The tensile strength and elongation are to comply with Table 50.155 of
UL 1581. The deformation test is to be conducted at 121.0 ±1.0°C (249.8±1.8°F) with a
decrease of not more than 50 percent in the thickness of the PVC insulation.

2) For TYPE NM only – Type NM is eligible to use a thermoplastic insulating material
other than PVC. The performance and ratings of the material as insulation shall be
determined by investigation and shall be:

i) Electrically comparable to the PVC insulation in Type THHN wire, and
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ii) Mechanically comparable to the nylon or similarly jacketed PVC insulation of
Type THHN wire, and

iii) In accordance with Table 50.144 of UL 1581.

6.2 The grounding conductor shall be bare or shall be insulated (with or without a nylon jacket) in
compliance with 6.1 and 8.3.1.

6.3 An insulation or jacket that is of material generically different from any insulation or jacket material
specified in 6.1 or 9.1.1 for the construction (new material), or that is of material specified in 6.1 or 9.1.1
yet does not comply with the short-term tests applicable to the insulation or jacket material, shall be of a
material and in thicknesses and with the temperature rating required for the specific nonmetallic-sheathed
cable type. The material shall be evaluated for the requested temperature rating as described in
Long-Term Aging, Section 481 of UL 1581. Investigation of the electrical, mechanical, and physical
characteristics of the cable using the material shall show the material to be comparable in performance to
the insulation or jacket material specified in 6.1 or 9.1.1 for the required temperature rating. The
investigation shall include tests such as crushing, impact, abrasion, deformation, heat shock, insulation
resistance, and dielectric voltage-withstand.

7 Protective Sheath in Type NM Cable

7.1 Except for cable on which a 30-mil or 0.76-mm jacket is used, a continuous, tight-fitting, protective
sheath (not the nylon or similar jacket on a Type THHN conductor) of tough, nonmetallic material shall
cover either the insulation on each circuit conductor or the entire assembly of insulated conductors and (if
any) the spacer, grounding conductor, or both in Type NM cable. The character, shape, and dimensions
of the material used and the manner of application shall not damage the insulation either during
manufacture of the cable or during the unwind test on the cable (see 18.1.1 – 18.5.2).

8 Assembly

8.1 General

8.1.1 At least two but not more than four circuit conductors shall be used in a Type NM cable. Two or
three circuit conductors shall be used in a Type NMC cable. In a given cable all of the circuit conductors
shall be of the same size.

8.1.2 One grounding conductor shall be used in every cable.
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