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Environmental Claim Validation Procedure (ECVP) for Ocean Plastics and Ocean Bound Plastics, UL 
ECVP 2809-3 
 
Edition 3.0, dated 12/17/2025 
 
 
 
Summary of Topics 
 
This is the Third Edition of the Environmental Claim Validation Procedure (ECVP) for Ocean 
Plastics and Ocean Bound Plastics, UL ECVP 2809-3, dated 12/17/2025. 
 
Subject to these terms and conditions and those in any other agreements between you and UL LLC., or 
its affiliates (collectively, “UL Solutions”), you are hereby granted a limited, non-exclusive, non-
transferable license to use the Environmental Claim Validation Procedure (ECVP) solely for your internal, 
non-commercial business purposes. The ECVP is not being sold, and other than the limited license 
granted herein UL Solutions retains all rights, title and interest (including exclusive ownership) in the 
ECVP and all copyright therein. UL Solutions reserves the right to regain possession of the ECVP from 
you at any time. When no longer needed, you agree to destroy the ECVP (if in hardcopy form) or delete 
and purge the ECVP from your files (if in electronic form). No part of the ECVP may be reproduced, 
modified, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, whether electronic, 
mechanical photocopying, recording, or otherwise without prior written permission of UL Solutions. You 
further agree not to create any derivative works from the ECVP or remove or alter any copyright or other 
proprietary notices in the ECVP. The limited license to use the document shall automatically terminate 
upon your breach of any of the terms and conditions herein or any other agreement between you and UL 
Solutions.  
 
UL Solutions provides this ECVP “as is” without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, 
including but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for any purpose. 
 
In no event will UL Solutions be liable for any special, incidental, consequential, indirect or similar 
damages, including loss of profits, lost savings, loss of data, or any other damages arising out of the use 
of or the inability to use this ECVP, even if UL Solutions has been advised of the possibility of such 
damage. In no event shall UL Solutions’ liability for any damage ever exceed the price paid for the license 
to use this ECVP, regardless of the form of the claim. 
 
Users of the electronic versions of UL Solutions’ Environmental Claim Validation Procedure agree to 
defend, indemnify, and hold UL Solutions’ and each of their respective trustees, officers, employees, 
agents and representatives harmless from and against any loss, expense, liability, damage, claim, or 
judgment (including reasonable attorney’s fees) resulting from any error or deviation introduced while 
purchaser is storing an electronic ECVP on the purchaser’s computer system. 
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Introduction  

1.0 GENERAL 

1.1 This procedure defines criteria to be used when determining the content of ocean plastics and ocean 
bound plastics in materials, components, and products. The requirements and definitions from UL 2809-
1 concerning supply chain management and applicable Chain of Custody models are to be applied. 

1.2 The procedure to validate ocean bound plastics does involve waste management criteria in the 
considered region where the waste is collected and sorted for further processing in the recycling process. 
In case of improper waste management, the collection and sorting are often conducted by actors in the 
informal supply chain, so called waste pickers. Their activity by collecting and sorting waste contributes 
in a majority to the circularity of the material flow in regions lacking popper waste management1 and 
therefore only waste collected in these regions is applicable for obtaining an ocean bound plastics claim.  

1.3 To differentiate formal from informal actors within an ocean bound plastics supply chain, this 
procedure contains criteria, related to determine the level of decent working conditions, as the absence 
of fair labor practices is a main characteristic of the work conducted in the informal economy. To minimize 
the risk for waste pickers related to unfair work conditions, the validation of the informal part of the supply 
chain contains additional social requirements to be fulfilled. 

1.4 The goal of using any of these content claims is to extend the life of materials and reduce consumption 
of natural resources, thus providing substantial environmental benefit and encouraging the circular use 
of materials. 

1.5 This Environmental Claim Procedure does not address whole product lifecycle effects and 
environmental tradeoffs, health and safety regulations, and is not intended to replace any applicable legal 
regulations. 

2.0 SCOPE 

2.1 This procedure provides a framework for the evaluation and validation of ocean plastics or ocean 
bound plastics content claims in manufactured products. These claims are based on validating the supply 
chains, which may comprise of one or more of the Chain of Custody models described in UL2809-1. 
Methods of calculating content are based on these models and also provide guidelines for respective 
claim statements.  

3.0 UNITS OF MEASUREMENT 

3.1 For the purposes of this procedure, values shall be reported in accordance with the requirements of 
the individual criterion. If the manufacturer's choice of unit deviates, that change shall be documented 
and justified as to the reason and relevance for that change. 

4.0 UNDATED REFERENCES 

4.1 Any undated reference to a code or standard appearing in the requirements of this procedure shall 
be interpreted as referring to the latest edition of that code or standard. 

5.0 GLOSSARY 

5.1 FORMAL SUPPLIER – A formal entity, directly interlinked and interdependent in serving the 
manufacturer within scope of the validation. Formal entities include plastic material suppliers which are 
covered by the Supplier Code of Conduct or similar documents of the manufacturer within scope of 
validation in the supply chain. 

 
1 “A Call for a Socially Restorative Circular Economy: Waste Pickers in the Recycled Plastics Supply Chain”, A. Barford, S. R. 
Ahmad, Circular Economy and Sustainability (2021) 1:761–782; https://doi.org/10.1007/s43615-021-00056-7. 
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